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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 STUDY BACKGROUND 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. is pleased to submit the Final Report for the Gateway To Alberta 
Opportunity Identification Project – Phase One for the SouthGrow Regional Initiative. 

The CANAMEX Trade Corridor Highway forms a key component of the transportation network 
within the SouthGrow Region. Beginning in Fairbanks, Alaska and ending in Mexico City, this 
highway system is the route of choice to over 600,000 commercial vehicles per year. Within the 
SouthGrow Region, the CANAMEX Highway, which connects to Interstate 15 at the Coutts Port 
of Entry and the Highway 3 corridor at Fort Macleod and Lethbridge, is the primary route for the 
ground movement of goods and people between Alberta and the USA and Mexico. 

The SouthGrow Regional Initiative is exploring opportunities for growth in the areas of 
investment attraction and business development resulting from the formation of this unique 
business corridor. The Gateway To Alberta Opportunity Identification Project – Phase One will 
assist in developing an implementation plan that determines how to reach and attract the 
industry sectors that rely on these transportation systems for the movement of people and 
goods. This study will provide the members of SouthGrow with the tools to enable a clear vision 
of the opportunities of this important transportation “Gateway”. 

1.2 SOUTHGROW REGIONAL INITIATIVE 

The SouthGrow Regional Initiative is an economic development alliance of twenty-two 
southwest Alberta communities, committed to working together to achieve prosperity for the 
region.  

SouthGrow’s mission statement is “to encourage regional collaborations, focus on regional 
economic development issues and ensure the southwest region has equal opportunity for 
growth and development within Alberta’s global possibilities”. 

SouthGrow’s Core Goals are to “foster a new southwest Alberta shared vision for regional 
economic development; to create new economic development opportunities in the region; and to 
encourage and enhance shared services among communities through cooperation.” 

To achieve these goals. The SouthGrow Regional Initiative’s focus is on three core businesses: 

� Strategic Collaboration 

� Marketing and Communications 

� Economic Development and Innovations 
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The Economic Development and Innovations Committee has identified the Gateway To Alberta 
Opportunity Identification Project as their top priority. This two-phase project will develop and 
provide a sector specific regional implementation plan to reach and attract targeted industries 
and businesses. 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1  
SouthGrow Region 

m
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Table 1.1  

Participating SouthGrow Communities 

Cities (1) Towns (11) Villages (6) Counties/MD (4)

Lethbridge Cardston Picture Butte Barons County of Lethbridge

 Claresholm Raymond Carmangay MD of Taber 

 Coaldale Taber Coutts Vulcan County 

 Coalhurst Vulcan Nobleford County of Warner 

 Magrath Vauxhall Stirling  

 Milk River  Warner  

 Source: www.southgrow.com 

1.3 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The Gateway To Alberta Opportunity Identification – Phase One study objective is to develop an 
assessment report accurately detailing all available aspects of information on trade goods 
traversing the corridor in both directions so that this analysis will provide the basis to determine 
further exploration and opportunity identification. 

The study will determine and record current available information including, but not limited to: 

• Existing transportation practices and patterns 
• Comparisons of countrywide border efficiencies 
• Identification of tonnage by commodity 
• Identification of transportation mode 
• Identify export and trade organizations (e.g. Rocky Mountain Trade Corridor) and detail 

contact information and purpose 
• Identify and include existing studies and opportunity identification CANAMEX projects 

that have been developed by other organizations 
• Identify best practices in the ground transportation / logistics sector. 
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1.4 STUDY METHODOLOGY 

The data presented in this report was collected and compiled from existing information and 
previous reports that have been issued by various agencies at the provincial and national levels 
both within the private and public sector. It should be noted that no new data or sources of 
information have been created by means of this study. 

The detailed data collected and all sources of information relevant to the study are included in 
Appendices A to F. 

Projected traffic and commodity volumes were estimated by asserting a growth rate for a period 
based on the availability of data and applying the same rate of growth assuming the future 
growth to be linear.  

1.5 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Study Team would like to acknowledge the contributions of the following individuals and 
organizations in the preparation of this Study. 

• SouthGrow Economic Development and Innovations Committee. 

• Ms. Linda Erickson, Regional Economic Development Officer. 

• Mr. Luke Pantin, M.B.A., Director South West Alberta, Alberta Economic Development. 
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2.0 THE CANAMEX TRADE CORRIDOR  

2.1 SYSTEM OVERVIEW 

The term “CANAMEX” is drawn from the NAFTA country names: CANada, AMerica and 
MEXico. The CANAMEX Trade Corridor links these three countries and stretches over 3,800 
miles or 6,000 kilometres from Fairbanks, Alaska to Mexico City, D.F., linking all of western 
North America. The Corridor, a truly Pan-American route, parallels Interstate Route 15 in the 
United States and serves Alberta, north-western Canada and Alaska at the north end, the states 
of Montana, Idaho, Utah, Nevada and Arizona, plus the western Mexican states, including 
Sonora. 

The CANAMEX Corridor follows I-19 from Nogales to Tucson, I-10 from Tucson to Phoenix, US 
93 in the vicinity of Phoenix to Las Vegas and I-15 from Las Vegas, through Montana to the 
Canadian border. Alberta’s portion of CANAMEX extends from Coutts at the Alberta-US border 
to the British Columbia border, west of Grande Prairie. It consists of 1,175kms of highway, of 
which nearly 100kms are within city limits. 

Figure 2.1 presents the CANAMEX Corridor route. 
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Figure 2.1 
CANAMEX Corridor Route 
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The major portions of the CANAMEX Trade Corridor in the province of Alberta can be identified 
as follows: 

� Highway 4 connecting Coutts and Lethbridge  
� Highway 3 from Lethbridge to Fort Macleod  
� Highway 2 from Fort Macleod to Edmonton  
� Highway 43 from Edmonton to the British Columbia boundary west of Grande Prairie. 

The goals of the CANAMEX Trade Corridor are to: 

• Improve access for the north-south flow of goods, people and infrastructure; 
• Increase transport productivity and reduce transport costs; 
• Promote a seamless and efficient intermodal transport system; and 
• Reduce administration and enforcement costs through harmonized regulations. 

Together these goals will facilitate the growth of trade and subsequently promote economic 
development in communities along the corridor. Consumers will also benefit from lowered prices 
due to improvements in transportation efficiency. 

2.2 GOVERNING VEHICLE REGULATIONS 

In Alberta, the maximum gross vehicle weight (GVW) on Primary Highways is 63,500 kg or 
140,000lb, which applies to all commercial vehicles, regardless of length. For the US Interstate 
System, the maximum GVW by design standard, using Bridge Formula B, is 129,000lbs. In both 
countries, the higher GVW’s are achieved by adding axles with maximum axle weights, the 
same for small trucks as for larger trucks. 

In many US states, including those along the CANAMEX Corridor, maximum truck weights are 
set below the capacity of the Interstate Highway system, resulting in the reduction of GVW 
capacity for those commercial vehicles traversing the corridor.  

The proposed governing regulations for the CANAMEX Corridor will: 

• Harmonize maximum gross vehicle weights at 129,000lb along CANAMEX; 
• Permit Rocky Mount Doubles (102ft) with specific routes, driver qualifications, vehicle 

configuration and operating times. 

The increased weight allowance along the corridor will reduce the transportation costs per unit 
weight of goods transported, while the increased vehicle length will assist in the transportation 
of goods with length or volume constraints. 
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An agreement reached between Montana and Alberta in 1991 allows Alberta Rocky Mountain 
Doubles (102ft) up to 137,500lbs to travel on Interstate 15, between the intermodal rail 
distribution center at Shelby, Montana and the Canadian border. In return, Montana truck 
configurations have access to most of Alberta’s petrochemical and fertilizer plants, as far north 
as Edmonton. 

Montana and Alberta also jointly operate the vehicle inspection station located north of Coutts. 
This joint facility reduces state and provincial operating costs, and reduces the number of stops 
required by commercial vehicles. 

In cooperation with Montana and Alberta, the US and Canadian federal governments have 
recently completed the joint customs and immigration facility at the Coutts, Alberta /Sweetgrass, 
Montana Ports of Entry to accommodate future traffic along the CANAMEX Corridor and to 
facilitate the seamless flow of traffic. 

2.3 INFRASTRUCTURE REQUIREMENTS 

The CANAMEX Trade Corridor will be distinguished by the development of four distinct 
elements: 

1. Physical Infrastructure:  A continuous four-lane highway from Mexico City to Fairbanks, 
Alaska following the designated route established by the three NAFTA partners. The 
highway requires multi-modal enhancements as well as efficient ports of entry. This 
includes roads and telecommunications infrastructure. 

2. Commercial Infrastructure:  This includes transportation entities and distribution 
warehouses as well as regionally integrated technological infrastructure such as 
corridor-wide trade databases and electronic transportation information systems. The 
transportation and distribution industries are being impacted by e-commerce. The ability 
to access multiple markets is essential. 

3. Business and Professional Services:  Efficient trade movement requires the availability 
of various professional services including internal finance and legal expertise, customs 
brokers, consultants, as well as the support of academia. 

4. Social, Political and Business Linkages:  Preservation and sustainability of the 
CANAMEX region is important to all sectors. By investing in linkages between the 
relevant governmental institutions, business sectors and social organizations and 
entities, CANAMEX can channel growth and development in a way that is consistent 
with local development values and planning policies. 
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2.4 CANAMEX CORRIDOR PRIORITIES 

2.4.1 Transportation  

The province of Alberta has been moving aggressively in the development of the CANAMEX 
Corridor in Western Canada. It has programmed $1.4 billion to upgrade its portion of the 
CANAMEX highway to four lanes from its border with Montana to British Columbia in the 
northwest corner of the province. 

 Alberta’s portion of the CANAMEX extends from Coutts at the Alberta-US border to the British 
Columbia west of Grand Prairie. It consists of 1,175 kilometres of highway, of which nearly 100 
kilometres are within city limits. Alberta Transportation had completed twinning 83.5 percent 
(982 kilometres) of the total provincial portion of the CANAMEX Trade Corridor by the end of 
2004.  

Early priorities for the US component of the CANAMEX corridor will address the components of 
the corridor between the Mexican and Canadian borders that are not four-lane divided highways 
(all of Arizona, between Phoenix and Las Vegas), and the need for a new bridge to bypass 
Hover Dam, along the Arizona-Nevada border. 

Progress on the transportation front has encouraged the CANAMEX Corridor Coalition to move 
forward on other elements of the initiative. As relationships build on the trade, tourism and 
communications fronts, CANAMEX is evolving away from a transportation-dominated project 
into a broader economic development project. 

2.4.2 Tourism 

Located along the CANAMEX Corridor are the Canadian Rocky Mountain National Parks, the 
crown jewels of the US National Parks system, and the Sea of Cortez in Northern Mexico. With 
the close proximity of these natural treasures, joint tourism planning and promotions to create a 
Smart Tourist Corridor has emerged as another logical area for collaboration. Because 
tourism relies so heavily on transportation infrastructure, the collaboration has created the 
added advantages of building new relationships between transportation and tourism sectors 
within each individual state/province. 

2.4.3 International Trade 

With transportation and tourism efforts underway, the province of Alberta, like all other relevant 
states/provinces, is beginning to explore and find joint international trade opportunities. 
Organizations such as the Rocky Mountain Trade Corridor Association are establishing 
government and Business to Business (B2B) linkages to build on the advantages inherent with 
the CANAMEX Corridor. 
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2.5 CANAMEX BENEFITS 

2.5.1 Increased Infrastructure Capacity 

Highway and border crossing capacities will increase with the permitted larger trucks. Using 
larger trucks optimizes the number of commercial vehicle on the roads, as is the experience in 
Alberta. Furthermore, bottlenecks at border crossings would be reduced as there would be 
fewer trucks to inspect and more freight would be processed per vehicle check. Such reductions 
represent savings by delaying infrastructure expansions and reducing waiting times. 

2.5.2 Highway Safety 

In Alberta, Long Combination Vehicles (LCV’s) constitute, on average, one in every 100 
vehicles on the highway. Based on a one-year study of driver performances, LCV’s were found 
to travel mostly at off-peak times, at significantly slower speeds (below posted limits) and with 
the longest gap between it and the passing vehicles (compared to other vehicles). The 
combination of fewer trips for a given volume by goods by LCV’s and their low collision rate has 
the potential to decrease collision risk by 8 times, compared with a semi-trailer. 

2.5.3 Protecting and Maximizing the Return on Highway Investment: 

The 8-axle LCV does less cumulative damage to a highway because it requires significantly 
fewer trips to move a give volume of freight. Compared to a 5-axle truck, the 8-axle does about 
22% less damage. Fewer trips also mean fewer trucks on the highway, freeing up valuable 
space for motorists and reducing motorist exposure to the larger vehicles. 

2.5.4 Environmental Benefits 

Environmental benefits accrue from using larger trucks. An additional environmental advantage 
of the CANAMEX Trade Corridor could be realized through strategically staged alternative 
refueling infrastructure. This “green corridor” concept for freight movement with alternative fuels 
is already commercially viable through recognized engine manufacturers and low emission fuels 
such as liquefied natural gas. 

2.5.5 Railway Industry 

The objective of the CANAMEX Trade Corridor is to ensure cost-effective services in all 
transport modes to facilitate trade and regional economic growth. 

Trucks and railways have different yet complimentary strengths that can serve a wide variety of 
shipper needs. Heavy bulk commodities that are hauled long distances such as coal, chemicals, 
lumber, grain and sulphur tend to rely on railways. Truck freight consists of higher-value goods, 
including perishable (food stuffs) or time sensitive deliveries. 
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The railway industry in the US has experienced a near doubling in productivity since 1988, in 
part due to longer trains and double-stacking containers, i.e. size economies. To strengthen the 
complementary aspects of the two modes, trucks must achieve similar scale economies through 
increased weight and length. Efficient rail and truck transport together along the entire supply 
chain will result in lower shipping costs.  

2.6 CANAMEX CORRIDOR THROUGH SOUTHGROW REGION 

The Alberta section of the CANAMEX corridor extends from Coutts at the Alberta-United States 
border to the British Columbia border, west of Grande Prairie, connecting Alberta to the Alaska 
Highway. It consists of 1,175 kilometres of highway, of which nearly 100 kilometres are within 
city limits. This corridor traverses directly through the SouthGrow region. The CANAMEX Trade 
Corridor through the SouthGrow region is identified as follows: 

• Highway 4 connecting Coutts and Lethbridge (Length of 104 kms). 
• Highway 3 from Lethbridge to Fort Macleod (Length of 48 kms). 
• Highway 2 from Fort Macleod to the Town of Claresholm (Length of 58 kms). 

Total length of CANAMEX Trade Corridor through the SouthGrow region is 210 kms 

The SouthGrow region is an international crossroad for several modes of transportation: 

• Ground:  The SouthGrow region is located on the CANAMEX Trade Corridor. Alberta’s 
only 24 hour border crossing at Coutts links Alberta’s export highway with the interstate 
road system in the United States. Highway 3 as part of Canada’s national highway 
system, is a major east-west route for both trade and travel. 

• Rail:  The area is served by Canadian Pacific Railway, which has siding locations 
throughout the SouthGrow region. Through its spur line system, Canadian Pacific 
Railway also provides access to many independent locations throughout the region. The 
region has rail access in both the east-west and the north-south directions. 

• Air:  The region is greatly benefited by the presence of the Lethbridge County Airport, 
acting as a key international Port-Of-Entry for people, goods and services. The airport is 
served by Air Canada, Integra Air and Regional One Airlines. Domestic and International 
Charter flights are also available from this location. 

Figure 2.2 presents the major transportation system for all modes within the SouthGrow Region. 
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3.0 SOUTHGROW ROAD SYSTEM EVALUATION  

3.1 EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE 

3.1.1 CANAMEX Corridor 

The CANAMEX Trade Corridor through the SouthGrow region is identified as follows: 

• Highway 4 connecting Coutts and Lethbridge (Length of 104 kms). 
• Highway 3 from Lethbridge to Fort Macleod (Length of 48 kms). 
• Highway 2 from Fort Macleod to the Town of Claresholm (Length of 58 kms). 

The Province of Alberta initiated a major expansion and twinning of the CANAMEX Corridor 
through the SouthGrow Region in the mid 1990’s. The focus of this initial upgrading was to 
provide a four-lane divided highway for those sections of Highways 3 and 4, which had not been 
twinned.  

Currently the section of Highway 4 at Milk River is the only section of the CANAMEX Corridor in 
the region that has not been twinned. This work is scheduled to be completed by 2008. 

Alberta Transportation has also initiated planning for Highways 3 and 4 improvements in the 
Lethbridge area to upgrade the existing four-lane highway to National Highway System (NHS) 
and North-South Trade Corridor (NSTC) freeway standards. Key elements of the design criteria 
for this proposed upgrading includes: 

• Design Speed at 130 km/hr., Operating Speed at 110 km/hr. 

• Limited access to highway with full above-grade freeway interchanges 

• No vehicle stopping required or allowed except for emergencies or at designated 
rest areas (i.e. no stop signs or traffic signals allowed on the through or turning 
movements). 

In the long-term, similar planning exercises and roadway improvements may be required for 
other sections of the CANAMEX corridor within the SouthGrow Region adjacent to communities. 

The Preferred Route for the proposed Lethbridge Corridor improvements is presented in this 
section. The anticipated schedule for construction of these improvements is in the twenty to 
thirty year planning horizon, depending on the traffic congestion in the Lethbridge area and 
funding availability. 
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3.1.2 Crowsnest Highway Corridor (Highway 3) 

The Crowsnest Highway 3 corridor in Alberta traverses a total length of 324 km from the British 
Columbia border to Medicine Hat.  

Informally known as the ‘Southern’ Trans-Canada Highway, this corridor serves as a major 
trade and tourism route to the west coast of North America, as goods are exported from and 
imported to western Canada through the United States and the Pacific Ocean ports along the 
lower mainland of British Columbia. 

Highway 3 from Fort Macleod to Taber is a four-lane divided highway. The ‘west’ section from 
British Columbia border to Fort Macleod, and the ‘east’ section from Taber to Medicine Hat is a 
two-lane undivided highway. 

The Crowsnest Highway corridor is the only major east-west highway corridor in Alberta that is 
not twinned, even though it serves as a major intra and inter-provincial trade and tourism route.  

With increased commercial and non-commercial traffic due to growth in population and 
economic activity, the non-twinned sections of Highway 3 will be a major ‘bottleneck’ and place 
limitations on the efficient movement of people and goods for US commercial and tourist traffic 
coming north from the Canada / US border and for regional and inter-provincial vehicle 
movements using the Crowsnest Corridor, Highway 1. 

3.1.3 Trans-Canada Highway (Highway 1) 

The Trans Canada Highway through Alberta starts from the Saskatchewan border traverses 
through Medicine Hat, Calgary and Banff National Park to the British Columbia-Alberta 
boundary. The total length of the Trans-Canada Highway in Alberta is approximately 427 km. 

Although this highway corridor does not fall within the SouthGrow region, it acts as a major link 
to the SouthGrow communities through connections with the Highway 3 corridor at Medicine 
Hat; Highways 36 and 24, which provides north-south linkages to many SouthGrow 
communities; and with its connection to the CANAMEX Corridor in Calgary. 

3.1.4 Regional Highways 

The following regional highways within the SouthGrow Region were identified in addition to the 
major transportation corridors previously identified. 

Highway 6 
This highway corridor traverses from Waterton Lakes National Park (WLNP) boundary north to 
Pincher Creek and Highway 3. The total length of this corridor is approximately 49km.  
This highway is the primary route for tourists who access WLNP from Highway 3. This corridor 
also provides an important regional ‘loop’ for regional, US and international tourists who access 
WLNP through the US / Canada Ports of Entry at Chief Mountain, Carway, and Coutts. 
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Highway 5 
Highway 5 is an important tourism and regional service corridor that links the CANAMEX 
Highway 4 at Lethbridge; Highway 62 at Magrath; Highway 2 at Cardston; and Highway 6 at the 
Waterton Lakes National Park Boundary. Highway 5 provides the only direct road link from the 
Lethbridge County Airport to all these communities and to the Coutts, Del Bonita, Carway and 
Chief Mountain (seasonal) border Ports of Entry. 

Highway 62 
Highway 62 links the Port of Del Bonita (Canada/US border) to Highway 5 at Magrath. Traffic 
volumes along this 52 km highway are relatively low, and the cross- border traffic is primarily 
local and regional traffic going to/from Cutbank, Montana. 

Highway 36 
Highway 36 is an important north-south corridor in Alberta. With its southern terminus at Warner 
and Highway 4 (CANAMEX), the corridor links most east-west Primary Highways in eastern 
Alberta along its 626 km length between Warner and Lac La Biche.  
Highway 36 is a busy two-lane undivided highway that is the primary access to commercial 
activities, particularly oil & gas and agriculture in eastern Alberta, as well as communities in the 
area. SouthGrow member communities including Warner, County of Warner, MD of Taber, 
Taber and Vauxhall significantly benefit from the transportation infrastructure and traffic activity 
that is Highway 36. 
For regular commercial users, Highway 36 is considered the alternative to the Highway 2 
(CANAMEX) route for commercial traffic with a destination east of the Calgary-Edmonton 
corridor. 

Highway 61 
Highway 61 from Stirling to Manyberries has a length of 146 km. and connects the communities 
of Stirling, Foremost and Manyberries as well as Highway 2 before ending at the intersection 
point with Highway 41 that directly connects to the US / Canada Port of Entry at Wild Horse. 
This highway primarily services the local and regional agricultural industry as well as local 
residents adjacent to the corridor. 

Highway 25 
This highway corridor traversing from Lethbridge to Enchant has a total length of 72km. The 
towns of Coalhurst and Picture Butte and the County of Lethbridge directly link with this highway 
corridor to Highway 3. 
This highway is an important route for intensive livestock operations located within the County of 
Lethbridge. 

Highway 23 
Highway 23 is a major north-south highway corridor, which connects to Highway 3 (CANAMEX) 
at Monarch and links the communities of Nobleford, Barons, Carmangay, Champion and 
Vulcan, as well as the rural residents within the County of Lethbridge and Vulcan County.  
Highway 23 is considered an alternate route to Calgary or a bypass to Calgary with links to 
Highway 1, west of Strathmore via Highway 24. 
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3.1.7 Comparison Of Alberta/Montana Port of Entry Traffic Volumes 

To assess the relative importance of individual Alberta/Montana Ports Of Entry and  commercial 
traffic to the SouthGrow economic strategy, the following data published by the US Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics, relates 2003 Incoming Commercial Truck crossings, to Montana. 

Table 3.3 
Comparison of 2003 Commercial Truck Volumes 

At Alberta / Montana Ports of Entry 
 

Alberta / Montana Port Of Entry Incoming Truck Crossings 
 Alberta to Montana 

Del Bonita / Del Bonita 1129 
Carway / Piegan 1994 
Coutts / Sweetgrass 110439 
Aden / Whitlash 432 
Wild Horse / Wild Horse Not Allowed 
Chief Mountain / Chief Mountain Not Allowed 

Given the above comparison of commercial truck volumes, for the purpose of this study, the 
joint border facilities at Coutts / Sweetgrass will be analyzed in detail because of the relative 
importance, compared to the other Ports of Entry. The Coutts / Sweetgrass Port of Entry also is 
the only location that has customs brokerage facilities. 

3.1.8 Coutts/Sweetgrass Port of Entry 

The Canada / US Port Of Entry on the CANAMEX Corridor is located at Sweetgrass, Montana / 
Coutts, Alberta. This international border crossing on the CANAMEX Corridor links Interstate 
Highways I-15, Alberta Highway 4 and provides a rail connector to both sides of the border. The 
port is open 24 hours a day in both directions. In 2003, more than 1.3 million travelers and over 
400,000 vehicles crossed the Coutts / Sweetgrass joint border facility. 

 This site has recently undergone a significant transition from separate border facilities to a joint 
border facility operated under the Canada/ US Shared Border Accord. The facility includes a 
three-level main building housing U.S. and Canadian agencies, a cargo processing and 
examination facility, vehicle inspection facility, gamma x-ray technology facility, firing range and 
armory, and an outbound inspection booth on the U.S. side. Areas where commercial clients or 
travelers enter the facility for questioning or secondary inspections are in distinctly separate 
areas of the building, since procedures are different for each country. The new combined facility 
was opened in 2003 and has contributed to the streamlining of processes for moving goods and 
people in both directions at the border. 
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3.1.5 Connecting Interstate Highways  

As previously described, the CANAMEX Trade Corridor facilitates the movement of goods, 
services, people and information across national and international borders, connecting Alaska to 
Mexico through the states of Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Idaho and Montana and the provinces of 
Alberta, British Columbia and Yukon Territory. 

The Camino Real Corridor is also a significant corridor within the west and south central US, 
which links Las Cruces, Mexico to the CANAMEX Corridor at Sweetgrass, Montana, via 
Interstate 25, US Highway 87 and Interstate 15. 

The United States has identified both these corridors as high priority through the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation and Efficiency Act of 1991, the National Highway System Designation 
Act of 1995, and the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st century of 1998. 

Table 3.1 
US High Priority Corridors Impacting SouthGrow Region 

High Priority 
Corridors 

Overall Routing of the Corridor 
(Includes proposed  
Interstate / US Highways) 

States in the 
Corridor 

Two Termini of 
the Corridor 

Corridor 26: 
CANAMEX 

Interstate 19 
Interstate 10 
US 93 
Interstate 15 

Arizona 
Nevada 
Utah 
Idaho 
Montana 

From Nogales 
to Sweetgrass 
via Las Vegas 

Corridor 37: 
Camino Real 

Interstate 25 
US 87 
Interstate 15 

Texas 
New Mexico 
Colorado 
Wyoming 
Montana 

Las Cruces to 
Sweetgrass via 
Denver and 
Great Falls 
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3.1.6 Alberta / Montana Border Ports of Entry  

Alberta has six highway Ports of Entry to Montana. Visitors traveling to and from Montana can 
access these Ports of Entry during the following hours of operation: 

Table 3.2  
Alberta’s Highway Ports of Entry 

Alberta Ports of Entry Hours of Operation 

Coutts, Alberta / Sweetgrass, Montana Twenty-four (24) hours a day 
Seven (7) days a week 

Carway, Alberta / Piegan, Montana 7:00 am – 11:00 pm  
Seven (7) days a week 

Del Bonita, Alberta / Del Bonita, Montana 8:00 am – 9:00 pm  
Seven (7) days a week 
June 1 – September 15 

9:00 am – 6:00 pm  
Seven (7) days a week 
September 16 – May 31 

Aden, Alberta / Whitlash, Montana 9:00am – 5:00 pm, 7 days a week 

Wild Horse, Alberta / Wild Horse, Montana 8:00 am – 9:00 pm  
Seven (7) days a week 
May 15 – September 30 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm  
Seven (7) days a week 
October 01 – May 14 

Chief Mountain, Alberta /  
Chief Mountain, Montana 

8:00 am – 9:00 pm  
Seven (7) days a week 
June 01 – August 30 

9:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Seven (7) days a week 
September 01 – September 30 

  Source: www.cbp.gov
Details on Port Information, Service Contacts, Facility and Crossing, Supplemental Information, 
Directions to the Port Offices, Field Operations Office Information and Press Office for the 
above Ports of Entry are included in Appendix E. 
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A combined commercial vehicle inspection and weighing facility is located on the Canadian 
side, two miles north of the International Boundary. The facility is staffed and operated by 
Canadian and State of Montana officials. The current cooperative agreement and joint 
inspection station reduces commercial vehicle delays considerably.  

An Animal Inspection Station, located immediately south of the recently completed facility is 
staffed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

 
Coutts, Alberta / Sweetgrass, Montana Ports of Entry 

Table 3.4 
Key Trade Statistics Through Coutts / Sweetgrass Port of Entry (2002) 
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 % Alberta Exports to U.S. 

 

11% 
  

Rail 

67% % Alberta Exports to U.S. Truck 

$208 Million U.S. Export to Alberta Rail 

$292 Million Alberta Export to U.S. Rail 

$3.016 Billion U.S. Export to Alberta Truck 

$3.176 Billion Alberta Export to U.S. Truck 

Trade Value 
($USD) 

Trade Transaction Transportation 
Mode 

  Source: US Bureau of Transportation 
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3.1.9 Supporting Infrastructure 

Vehicle Inspection Stations and Static Weigh Scale Sites 

Alberta’s vehicle inspection stations (weigh scale) locations and static weigh scale sites are 
identified in Appendix – E. The SouthGrow region has a vehicle inspection station (weigh scale) 
at Coutts and a static weigh scale site north of Claresholm on Highway 2. 

International Trade and Customs Brokerages / Freight Forwarding 

Global trade is more of a challenge today than ever before. Businesses must navigate complex 
trade agreements and ensure they are compliant with a host of international regulations. Add to 
that the heightened importance of national and international security. In the face of these 
challenges, it is critical to have a knowledgeable, competent guide to help the shipper navigate 
international commerce. Duty rates, customs clearance, and entry processes differ in each 
country. Tariff classification and duty management can create confusion and may cost the 
shipper more than necessary. Therefore, customs brokerages might benefit the supplier in the 
circumstances stated above, as sometimes the carrier who transports a product from an origin 
to a destination may fail to complete the necessary documentation required by the Customs –
Outbound. 

3.1.10 Connecting Infrastructure / Smart Border Crossings 

Free And Secure Trade (FAST) Program 

A joint Canada / US program known as FAST (Free And Secure Trade) designed for pre-
approved importers, carriers and drivers to expedite the movement of low-risk shipments across 
the border. FAST is currently operational at the Coutts / Sweetgrass border (only 19 sites 
across Canada). FAST approved US / Canada highway carriers will benefit from: 

1. Dedicated lanes (where available) for greater speed and efficiency in the 
clearance of FAST transborder shipments. 

2. Reduced number of examinations for continued compliance with customs FAST 
requirements. 

3. A strong and ongoing partnership with Canadian (PIP) and Customs  
(C-TPAT) administrations. 

4. Enhanced supply chain security and safety while protecting the economic 
prosperity of both countries. 

5. The knowledge that they are carrying shipments a C-TPAT approved importer. 
6. A head start for the upcoming modifications to FAST that will expand eligible 

electronic cargo release methods. The FAST processing of Pre-Arrival 
Processing System (PAPS) is currently in use and will commence at expanded 
locations. 

The FAST driver enrollment center (Cargo Building on I-15, at the border at the US Customs 
and Border Protection) is operational at the Coutts / Sweetgrass facility (only 10 sites across 
Canada). 
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Nexus Highway Program 

The Nexus Highway Program is designed to simplify and expedite border crossings for pre-
approved, low risk travelers at ports of entry. Currently, the Coutts / Sweetgrass facility has 
been scheduled for 2005 as an additional site for implementation of the NEXUS Highway 
Program (only 11 sites across Canada). 

Coutts / Sweetgrass Automated Border Crossing Project 

This program is to be accomplished in three phases: 

1. Phase I – Implement weigh-in-motion (WIM) and potentially automotive vehicle 
identification (AVI) system to enhance compliant commercial vehicle movement 
through the joint vehicle inspection station near the Coutts / Sweetgrass facility. 

2. Phase II – Incorporate customs regulatory and enforcement requirements. 

3. Phase III – Incorporate immigration regulatory and enforcement requirements. 

3.1.11 Supporting Service Industry Infrastructure 

The availability of complementary support services to commercial and non-commercial traffic 
along the CANAMEX corridor and within the Southgrow region is an essential component of an 
effective transportation system. 

Convenient access to these services and adequate parking is particularly important to the 
trucking industry who are looking to maximize productivity and minimize the timing and need for 
stops. 

Within the SouthGrow Region, there are currently no major full-service commercial truck stops 
along the CANAMEX corridor. The closest major facility in Alberta is at Nanton. Many of the 
SouthGrow communities have self-serve ‘Card Loc’ fueling facilities for commercial vehicles, 
which primarily serve the local and regional market. 

The Southgrow communities along the major transportation corridors in the region have an 
active highway business zone that provides a full range of services to the commercial, business, 
commuter and tourist traveler. In some communities, facilities that provide access to, and 
parking at these service providers for the trucking industry are limited. This situation provided 
both a challenge and an opportunity. 
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3.2 CURRENT / ROAD SYSTEM CHARACTERISTICS 

3.2.1 Traffic Volumes / Types 

Alberta Transportation has provided 2003 Average Annual Daily Traffic Volumes for all major 
roadway systems in the SouthGrow Region. Preliminary traffic projections were developed for 
the 2015 horizon, on a straight-line basis, using the data available from previous years.  

For the purposes of this study, these projections will provide an indicator of future traffic 
volumes, which will assist in economic development opportunities identification.  

Using the baseline data, a summary of the existing / projected traffic volumes is presented in 
Table 3.3. The volumes presented are the sum of traffic in both directions at key intersections. A 
detailed breakdown by intersection, vehicle type is presented in Appendix E. 
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Table 3.4 
2003 and Estimated Future Average Annual Daily Traffic Volumes 

Major Intersection SouthGrow 
Community 

 Traffic 
Volumes 

(2003) 

Estimated Future 
Traffic Volumes 
for 2015 Horizon 

Highway 4 & 24 Avenue & 43 Street 

West on 24th Avenue, South 
East on Highway 4 
South on 43rd Street, South 
North on 43 Street, South 

City of 
Lethbridge 

 

 8,310 
 7,040 
 1,100 
 10,250 

 

 13,230 
 11,208 
 1,751 
 16,318 

Highway 3 & Highway 25 

West on Highway 3 
East on Highway 3 
South on Highway 25 
North on Highway 25 

City of 
Lethbridge 

 

 14,440 
 19,870 
 5,200 
 4,570 
 

 

 24,071 
 33,123 
 8,668 
 7,619 

Highway 3 & Highway 4  
& Highway 843 

West on Highway 3 
East on Highway 3 
South on Highway 4 
North on Highway 843 

City of 
Lethbridge 

 
 

 15,740 
 17,780 
 12,000 
 13,560 

 
 

 25,074 
 28,324 
 19,116 
 21,601 

Highway 2 & Highway 520 

West on Highway 520 
East on Highway 520 
South on Highway 2 
North on Highway 2 

Town of 
Claresholm 

 

 2,430 
 4,210 
 6,120 
 9,540 

 

 2,815 
 4,877 
 7,088 
 11,050 

Highway 2 & Highway 5 & 
Highway 501 

West on Highway 5 
East on Highway 501 
South on Highway 2 
North on Highway 2 

Town of 
Cardston 

 
 

 4,040 
 1,710 
 4,460 
 4,830 

 
 

 5,123 
 2,168 
 5,655 
 5,681 
(Based on one year 
data only) 
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Major Intersection SouthGrow 

Community 
Traffic 

Volumes 
(2003) 

Estimated Future 
Traffic Volumes 
for 2015 Horizon 

Highway 2 & Highway 5N of Cardston, 
NJ 

West on 
East on Highway 5 
South on Highway 2 
North on Highway 2 

Town of 
Cardston 

 

 0 
 2,140 
 4,270 
 2,330 

 

 0 
 2,140 
 4,270 
 2,330 

Highway 2 & Highway 3 West of Fort 
Macleod WJ 

West on Highway 3 
East on Highway 3 
South on 
North on Highway 2 

County of 
Lethbridge 

 
 

 4,230 
 7,030 
 0 
 4,980 

 
 

 7,573 
 12,586 
 0 
 8,916 

Highway 2 & Highway 3 at Fort Macleod 
EJ 

West on Highway 3 
East on Highway 3 
South on Highway 2 
North on  

County of 
Lethbridge 

 

 
 

 7,290 
 6,250 
 2,220 
 0 

 
 

 9,083 
 7,787 
 2,766 
 0 

Highway 62 & Highway 506 south of 
Magrath 

West on Local Road 
East on Highway 506 
South on Highway 62 
North on Highway 62 

Town of 
Magrath 

 
 

 110 
 130 
 590 
 570 

 
 

 201 
 237 
 1,080 
 1,043 

Highway 62 & Highway 501 at Del Bonita 

West on Highway 501 
East on Highway 501 
South on Highway 62 
North on Highway 62 

All 
SouthGrow 

Communities 
near this 

Port of Entry 

 

 150 
 110 
 110 
 190 

 

 150 
 110 
 110 
 190 
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Major Intersection SouthGrow 

Community 
Traffic 

Volumes 
(2003) 

Estimated Future 
Traffic Volumes 
for 2015 Horizon 

Highway 5 & Lethbridge Airport ACC 
 

West on Local Road 
East on 
South on Highway 5 
North on Highway 5 

County of 
Lethbridge 

 

 
 

 910 
 0 
 5,380 
 6,130 

 
 

 1,487 
 0 
 8,794 
 10,019 

Highway 5 & Highway 62 

West on Highway 5 
East on Highway 5 
South on Highway 62 
North on 

Town of 
Magrath 

 

 2,610 
 3,990 
 1,980 
 0 

 

 3,362 
 5,139 
 2,550 
 0 

Highway 4, Highway 61 & Highway 846 
north of Stirling 

West on Highway 846 
East on Highway 61 
South on Highway 4 
North on Highway 4 

Village of 
Stirling 

 

 900 
 530 
 2,160 
 3,320 

 

 1,141 
 672 
 2,739 
 4,096 
(Based on one year 
data only) 

Highway 4 & Highway 500 at Coutts 

North on Highway 4 
South on Highway 4 
West on Local Road 
East on Highway 500 

All 
SouthGrow 

Communities 
near the Port 

of Entry 

 

 2,130 
 1,810 
 380 
 220 

 

 3,074 
 2,612 
 549 
 318 

Highway 4 & Highway 36 North of 
Warner 

West on Local Road 
East on Highway 36 
South on Highway 4 
North on Highway 4 

Village of 
Warner 

 
 

 1,130 
 830 
 2,540 
 2,120 

 
 

 1,433 
 1,052 
 3,221 
 2,688 
(Based on one year 
data only) 
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Major Intersection SouthGrow 

Community 
Traffic 

Volumes 
(2003) 

Estimated Future 
Traffic Volumes 
for 2015 Horizon 

Highway 36 & Highway 61 Northwest of 
Wrentham 

West on Highway 61 
East on Highway 61 
South on Local Road 
North on Highway 36 

County of 
Warner 

 
 

 470 
 490 
 480 
 640 

 
 

 470 
 490 
 480 
 640 

Highway 3 & Highway 36 at Taber EJ 
 

West on Highway 3 
East on Highway 3 
South on Highway 36 
North on Highway 36 

Town of 
Taber 

 
 

 6,400 
 3,940 
 1,390 
 6,130 

 
 

 9,472 
 5,831 
 2,057 
 9,072 

Highway 3 & Highway 36 at Taber WJ 
 

West on Highway 3 
East on Highway 3 
South on Highway 36 
North on  

Town of 
Taber 

 
 

 7,130 
 7,880 
 1,670 
 0 

 
 

 8,742 
 9,661 
 2,047 
 0 

Highway 3 & Highway 3A at Monarch WJ 

West on Highway 3 
East on Highway 3 
South on Local Road 
North on Highway 3A 

County of 
Lethbridge 

 

 6,480 
 6,590 
 580 
 390 

 

 6,480 
 6,590 
 580 
 390 

 Source: Based on Traffic Count Data, www.tu.gov.ab.ca 

Figure 3.1 presents a map of the SouthGrow Region with a summary of traffic volumes. 

 

 

 



 
 

http://www.tu.gov.ab.ca/Content/doctype182/production/LTH_prefRoute.pdf 
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US Bureau of Transportation has provided 2003 Incoming Personal Vehicle Crossings - US 
Canadian Border for the following Ports of Entry that are significant to the SouthGrow Region. 
Traffic projections were developed for 2015 Horizon for the same Ports of Entry. 

Table 3.5 
2003 Incoming and Estimated Future Personal Vehicle Crossings - US – Canadian Border 

Port of Entry Incoming Personal 
Vehicle Crossings  

to US 

Estimated Future 
Incoming Personal 
Vehicle Crossings 
for 2015 Horizon 

Del Bonita, Alberta / Del Bonita, Montana  12,831 20,303 

Carway, Alberta / Piegan, Montana 111,093 186,806 

Coutts, Alberta / Sweetgrass, Montana 182,626 256,010 

Aden, Alberta / Whitlash, Montana 732 1,833 

 Source: Table 8b of US Bureau of Transportation Statistics (1994-2003) 

The US Bureau of Transportation has provided 2003 Incoming Truck Crossings, US – Canadian 
Border for the following Ports of Entry that are significant to the SouthGrow Region. Traffic 
projections were developed for the 2015 horizon. 

Table 3.6 
2003 Incoming and Estimated Future Truck Crossings - US – Canadian Border 

Port of Entry Incoming Truck 
Crossings to US 

Estimated Future 
Incoming Truck 

Crossings for 2015 
Horizon 

Del Bonita, Alberta / Del Bonita, Montana  1,129 1,198 

Carway, Alberta / Piegan, Montana 1,994 2,092 

Coutts, Alberta / Sweetgrass, Montana 110,439 146,104 

Aden, Alberta / Whitlash, Montana 432 1,077 

 Source: Table 1 of US Bureau of Transportation Statistics (1994-2003) 
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The US Bureau of Transportation has provided 2002 Truck Exports from Alberta to the United 
States by Value and Tonnage for the following Ports of Entry that are significant to the 
SouthGrow Region. Imports from the United States to Alberta by Value by Truck for 2002 also 
has been provided for the same Ports of Entry, however Truck Imports from the United States to 
Alberta by Ports of Entry by Weight is not available, only Truck Imports from the United States 
to Alberta is included in the same database. 

 
 

Table 3.7 
2002 and Estimated Future Truck Imports / Exports by Value and Tonnage 

Port of Entry Value of Truck 
Exports to US 

in US $ 
(2002) 

Value of Truck 
Imports to Canada

in US $ 
(2002) 

Tonnage of 
Truck Exports 

to US 
in Metric Tons 

(2002) 

Anticipated 
Tonnage of 

Truck Exports 
to US 

in Metric Tons 

Del Bonita, Alberta / 
Del Bonita, Montana  

 
6,512,883 

 
649,111 

 
7,248 

 
13,221 

Carway, Alberta / 
Piegan, Montana 

 
3,725,955 

 
1,082,539 

 
17,590 

 
53,500 

Coutts, Alberta / 
Sweetgrass, Montana 

 
3,175,968,691 

 
3,016,112,313 

 
2,226,766 

 
3,840,335 

Aden, Alberta / 
Whitlash, Montana 

 
1,051,888 

 
62,245 

 
4,999 

 
10,858 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics - Transborder Surface Freight Data (1995-2002) 

3.2.2 System Capacity 

A capacity analysis at each major intersection and for each highway within the SouthGrow 
Region is not part of the scope of the Study. A more detailed traffic growth rate determination for 
those transportation components will be required for such analysis. 

Typically, issues such as user complaints about reduced levels of service, an increase in 
accident rates, or identifiable safety concerns, are key identifiers of system capacity issues. 
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3.3 ROAD SYSTEM OPPORTUNITY IDENTIFICATION 

The SouthGrow Region is Alberta’s transportation ‘Gateway’ to the CANAMEX Corridor, with an 
integrated roadway infrastructure network and geographic assets that provide the following 
advantages: 

• Alberta’s closest economic region to important markets in the U.S. and Mexico. 

• Recently completed Canada/US joint border facility at Coutts / Sweetgrass with the 
necessary infrastructure capacity, and state-of-the-art passenger/commercial vehicle 
inspection systems to streamline the clearance process for current and projected traffic 
volumes. 

• Smaller Ports of Entry along Alberta/Montana border which provide access to Alberta’s 
Primary Highway system and world-class tourism facilities in the region. 

• CANAMEX Highway that is central through the Region with upgrades to a completed 
four-lane divided highway by 2008. 

• An integrated Primary Highway system throughout the Region that provides ties to the 
CANAMEX Corridor and strategic markets in all directions. 

• Primary truck route for imports/exports to and from Alberta and the United States. 

• Primary Highway system with no road bans and a pavement structure which meets the 
proposed load requirements of the CANAMEX Trade Corridor. 

• Communities with complementary support infrastructure and services to the tourism and 
commercial trucking industry. 

The members of the SouthGrow Regional Initiative, by taking a common approach on key 
transportation issues can also strategically work with government agencies to expedite further 
improvements to the transportation network including twinning the remainder of Highway 3. 
These combined efforts will create further economic opportunities and business linkages that 
with allow SouthGrow to take full advantage of the CANAMEX Trade Corridor. 
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4.0 RAIL SYSTEM EVALUATION  

4.1 EXISTING RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE 

4.1.1 East / West Route Through Lethbridge (Highway 3 Corridor) 

The Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) east / west rail corridor through Lethbridge runs parallel to 
and through the SouthGrow communities located along Highway 3. This section of railroad 
connects west to the British Columbia / Alberta provincial boundary and ties east to the CPR 
mainline at Medicine Hat. 

The CPR has a major switchyard and maintenance facility located east of Coalhurst, which 
serves as a strategic marshalling point for the movement of good both east/west and 
north/south on their system. 

4.1.2 North / South Route from Calgary – Lethbridge (Highway 23 Corridor) 

The CPR north / south railroad section from Calgary to Lethbridge is the critical link in the 
movement of goods through the southern network of their system. In the 1990’s CP made a 
decision to rationalize their north / south system in southern Alberta to one route with the 
elimination of their infrastructure along Highway 2 from High River to Fort Macleod. 

4.1.3 North / South Route from Lethbridge – Coutts (Highway 4 Corridor) 

The CPR north / south section from Lethbridge to Coutts parallels Highway 4 and runs through 
the SouthGrow communities located along this corridor. This component of the rail system 
connects to the Burlington Northern Santa Fe system at the Montana border, and is a major 
import / export corridor for Alberta and the SouthGrow Region 

The rail network through the SouthGrow Region is in fact a collector and primary feeder of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway’s western corridor. The main line for this corridor is the railroad 
section linking Vancouver, British Columbia with Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, via service 
through Calgary. This corridor provides the shortest rail route for the most bulk products 
transported from Western Canada to the Port of Vancouver, which is the closest port to the 
SouthGrow Region. 

CPR’s “Calgary-Edmonton Route” provides rail access to Central Alberta’s petrochemical 
industries, and natural resources markets. The “Pacific Can-Am Route” connects Calgary and 
Medicine Hat with the Union Pacific’s rail system at Kingsgate, British Columbia. A map 
illustrating the CPR system is included in this report. 
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4.1.4 Ties to Rail System in USA  

Canadian Pacific Railway’s western corridor also connects with the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe Railway (BNSF) at Coutts, Alberta / Sweetgrass, Montana, at New Westminster, British 
Columbia and, indirectly with the British Columbia Railway (BC Rail), at Vancouver. 

The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway - Montana Operating Division has a network of rail 
lines radiating from Telton to Shelby, with a link to the CPR system at Sweetgrass, Montana.  

The CPR system is linked at Chicago, to the Union Pacific Railway railroad system, which 
provides rail access to the central, east and southeast US Rail Ties / CP to CN Systems. The 
CPR also links to the Union Pacific System at Kingsgate, BC to provide access to northwest US 
ports. 

v v:\1129\active\112944030\key files\rept_southgrow mark_rev1 012005.doc 4.30  
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4.1.5 Rail Ties / CP to CN Systems 

The Canadian National (CN) system operates a comprehensive transcontinental railroad 
network with links to affiliated railways in the U.S. In western Canada the CN system links to the 
CP system at Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Saskatoon and Winnipeg,  

In northern Alberta there are three small, but strategic, independent railway companies in 
operation. 

Lakeland & Waterways Railway (LWR) operates their system northeast of Edmonton from St. 
Paul Junction (CPR) to O’morrow. The Athabasca Northern Railway connects to the LWR at 
Boyle and extends north to the Fort McMurray Terminal. 

Mackenzie Northern Railway operates their rail system northwest of Edmonton from Smith 
Junction (CNR) up to the North West Territories, linking Slave Lake. These two small railways 
provide an important link for future opportunities to move commodities from northern Alberta into 
the CPR and CNR systems. 

4.1.6 Rail System Linkages to West Coast Ports  

Canadian Pacific Railway System 

Vancouver, British Columbia is the western terminus of the CPR system. With service through 
Calgary, this corridor provides the shortest rail route for most bulk products transported from 
western Canada to the port of Vancouver. CPR supports the rail system with three significant 
feeder lines including the “Coal Route” links with the southern – eastern British Columbia coal 
deposits to the western corridor and to the Roberts Bank terminal at the Port of Vancouver; the 
“Calgary – Edmonton Route” providing rail access to central Alberta’s petrochemical industries 
and natural resources markets; and the “Pacific Can-Am Route” which connects Calgary and 
Medicine Hat with the Union Pacific Rail Road at Kingsgate, British Columbia. 

Canadian National Railway 

Canadian National Railway, with its west corridor, provides links from Calgary and Edmonton, to 
the ports of Vancouver and Prince Rupert. CN also provides link routes between Vancouver and 
Prince Rupert through the Tete Jaune Junction.  

BC Rail 

In addition to several branch lines, BC Rail operates a 2,315km main line throughout the 
province of British Columbia. This system links with CP and CN systems in providing a 
north/south route through British Columbia with port ties on the west coast. 
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4.1.7 Intermodal Facilities 

Intermodal freight transportation is defined as involving the movement of goods by more than 
one form (or mode) of transportation during a single journey. In 2001, over $22 billion in export 
goods were moved from Alberta by air, railway, truck and ship. In turn, Alberta imported $13 
billion in goods by these same modes. Many of these shipments used intermodal freight 
transport and many were containerized.  

Containerized freight includes domestic containers, intermodal trailers, and international ISO 
(International Standard Organization) containers. Service providers of containerized intermodal 
freight transport include international ship lines for offshore movement, rail intermodal 
(Canadian domestic, US trans-border and Mexican movements), trucking companies, port 
terminals, airlines and airports.  

Domestic Intermodal Services 

The direct service providers in the domestic intermodal system are the two Class 1 railways, CN 
Rail and CP Rail, and drayage agents (motor carriers providing pick up and delivery of 
containers using tractors and container chassis). Shippers may access the system directly, 
which is the most common, for domestic services. 

Rail line haul is done on scheduled, high priority trains between the railway’s intermodal 
terminals. The majority of movements occur in railway owned 48’ or 53’ dry and temperature-
controlled domestic containers. Intermodal dry and temperature-controlled truck trailers, are 
also still in use. 

International ship line (ISO) containers are used to move domestic cargo from Central Canada 
to Western Canada. 

CN Rail intermodal terminals are located in Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Saskatoon, 
Winnipeg, Brampton, Montreal, Moncton and Halifax. 

CP Rail intermodal terminals are located in Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Saskatoon, Regina, 
Winnipeg, Dryden, Thunder Bay, Toronto and Montreal. 

CP Rail operated an intermodal facility in Lethbridge for many years. This facility was 
closed in the mid – 1990’s. CP Rail chose at that time to consolidate their southern Alberta 
intermodal facilities in Calgary. 

In the last two years, private firms have expressed an interest in developing a new 
intermodal facility in the SouthGrow Region. 
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US Transborder Intermodal Services 

US transborder intermodal movements have customs pre-clearance, but are subject to 
inspection. The direct service providers in the US transborder intermodal system are CN and 
CP Rail, in conjunction with two US railways UPSP and BNSF, and Canadian and U.S. local 
drayage agents. 

CN Rail generally provides US transborder integrated services together with BNSF, while CP 
Rail provides such services together with the UPSP Railroad. It is also possible for Alberta truck 
shippers to access the BNSF system directly at Shelby, Montana. This access is through 
BNSF’s intermodal agent at Shelby, where the trailers enter the BNSF system. 

International Intermodal Services 

Service providers for international intermodal services are CN and CP rail, Canadian local 
drayage agents, port container terminals and international ship lines. Shippers may access the 
system directly. International freight is booked with the ship lines who contracts with either CN 
or CP for inland carriage of containers. 

Intramodal and Intermodal Competition  

Intramodal competition exists when a shipper has access to more than one rail carrier at the 
same location or has the same effective access through regulatory provisions. 

A recent survey conducted for the Canadian Transportation Act Review (CTAR), found that, 
excluding grain producers and terminal operators, 61% of shippers had access to more than 
one railway or were within interswitching limits. Another study, in Alberta, found that, excluding 
border crossings, 20.7% of rail traffic volume (by tonnage) had access to interswitching at both 
the origin and destination. When traffic passing through border points was included, this 
percentage increased to 38.7%. The same study concluded that at a minimum, about 40% of 
Canadian rail traffic has access to direct rail competition. In the case of grain traffic, it was found 
that only 24.2% of traffic had access to interswitching at both the origin and destination, 
considerably less than the figure for total traffic. 

Intermodal competition is where the shipper has an effective competition choice from a mode 
other than rail transportation, such as trucking or marine. Another survey, conducted for the 
CTAR, found that large volumes of resource-based bulk commodities, such as coal, potash, 
wood pulp, non-ferrous metals, sulphur, and long-haul grain movements are moved by rail, as 
their geographic locations do not make trucking an option. As such, there is little intermodal 
competition for these movements. The percentage of bulk commodities transported by rail, is 
presented below. 

 



SOUTHGROW REGIONAL INITIATIVE 
GATEWAY TO ALBERTA OPPORTUNITY IDENTIFICATION PROJECT - PHASE ONE 
RAIL SYSTEM EVALUATION 
February 28, 2005 

v v:\1129\active\112944030\key files\rept_southgrow mark_rev1 012005.doc 4.36  

Table 4.1 
Percentage Of Bulk Commodities Transported By Rail 

Commodity Grain Coal Potash 
Wood 
Pulp Sulphur 

Non 
Ferrous 
Metals 

Rail Percentage 
(by tonnage) 87% 98% 100% 92% 85% 84% 

4.2 CURRENT / PROJECTED RAIL TRAFFIC VOLUMES 

 

Table 4.2 
2002 and Projected Rail Imports / Exports by Value and Tonnage 

Port of Entry Value of Rail 
Exports To US

 
US $ 

(2002) 

Value of Rail 
Imports To 

Alberta 
US $ 

(2002) 

Tonnage Rail 
Exports to US  

Metric Tons 

(2002) 

Anticipated 
Tonnage Rail 

Exports To US 
Metric Tons 

(2015) 

Coutts, Alberta /  
Sweetgrass, Montana  

 
$292,285,286 

 
$208,068,727 

 
1,438,282 

 
$1,637,569 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data (1995-2002) 

The value of rail shipments through Coutts / Sweetgrass facility represents only 11% of Alberta 
rail shipments to the US. 

Table 4.3 
2002 and Projected Incoming Rail Crossings 

US – Canadian Border 

Port of Entry Rail Crossings 
Alberta To US 

 
(2003) 

Projected 
Rail Crossings  
Alberta to US 

(2015) 

Coutts, Alberta / 
Sweetgrass, Montana 

367 371 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data (1995-2002) 
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Table 4.4 
2003 and Projected Incoming Rail Container (Full) Crossings 

US – Canadian Border 

Port of Entry Rail Container (Full) 
Crossings To US 

(2003) 

Projected Rail 
Container (Full) 

Crossings To US 
(2015) 

Coutts, Alberta / 
Sweetgrass, Montana 

19,539 21,743 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data (1995-2002) 

4.3 RAIL SYSTEM OPPORTUNITIES ASSESSMENT 

The SouthGrow Region has an integrated rail transportation network with linkages to major 
transportation corridors including CANAMEX. 

Most major communities are located along an established rail line, and infrastructure is place to 
provide rail access for new facilities within existing or proposed industrial parks or in rural areas 
within the Counties and Municipal Districts. Land is generally available at reasonable prices to 
establish facilities along these rail corridors. 

The SouthGrow Region’s close proximity to U.S. markets, combined with the existing rail 
network that is place, provides convenient and direct rail access to all major markets in North 
America and West Coast Ports for efficient overseas deliveries. 

The existing rail infrastructure is maintained, and currently has more than adequate capacity to 
accommodate a significant increase in traffic volumes, without a reduction in service. Only 11% 
of Alberta’s rail shipment value to the US passes through the Coutts / Sweetgrass Border 
Facility. 

Rail intermodal facilities are currently available in Calgary or Shelby, Montana. CP rail has no 
plans at this time to locate an intermodal facility in the SouthGrow Region, however with 
increased intermodal traffic at their Calgary/Edmonton facilities, this could be an option in the 
future. Local private businesses have expressed an interest in developing an intermodal facility 
in the region.  

One issue that impacts commercial truck access to potential intermodal facilities in the region 
relates to the increased truck lengths proposed under the CANAMEX Accord. In many areas 
within the SouthGrow Region, existing rail lines parallel the highway system and are in so close 
proximity that it will be difficult for an LCV to safely stop between the rail line and the highway. 
This issue will need to be addressed when siting rail access to any proposed facility. 



SOUTHGROW REGIONAL INITIATIVE 
GATEWAY TO ALBERTA OPPORTUNITY IDENTIFICATION PROJECT - PHASE ONE 
AIRPORT SYSTEM EVALUATION 
February 28, 2005 

v v:\1129\active\112944030\key files\rept_southgrow mark_rev1 012005.doc 5.38  

5.0 AIRPORT SYSTEM EVALUATION  

5.1 EXISTING AIRPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 

5.1.1 Lethbridge County Airport (Port of Entry) 

The Lethbridge County Airport (YQL) is a full-service facility, offering the necessary airside, 
groundside and terminal amenities for private, commercial and military aircraft. The runway can 
accommodate aircraft up to an Airbus A320 jet or an Air Force C-130 Hercules Transport.  

An Airport Reference Plan of the Lethbridge County Airport is included in Appendix E. 

Appendix E presents a summary of total aircraft movements, number of itinerant movements by 
type of operation, itinerant movement by type of power plant and itinerant movements by weight 
group at the Lethbridge County Airport in 2003. 

Key components of the Airport include: 

Airfield  

The airfield is the airport’s most fundamental operating sub-system, which includes all aircraft 
maneuvering, surfaces, together with facilities and services required to support aircraft 
operations, including runways, taxiways, aprons and navigation and approach aids. 

Runways 

Lethbridge County Airport’s airfield system consists of two intersecting runways. 

� Runway 05-23 is the primary IFR runway, 6500 ft. long by 200 ft., with an 
Instrument Landing System on runway 05 and non-precision approaches to 
Runway 23. High Intensity Lighting (SSLAR). 

� Runway 12-30 is a non-instrument runway which provides crosswind coverage 
as well as being conveniently oriented for arrivals and departures by air carrier 
aircraft inbound and outbound to Calgary /Edmonton. This runway is 5500 ft. long 
by 150 ft. wide 

Aircraft Aprons 

There are three designated apron areas, all of which are located in the Aviation Services Area. 

� Apron I services the Air Terminal Building and can simultaneously accommodate 
up to two B-737S aircraft with sufficient space to power in and out. 

� Aprons II and III support Apron I and scheduled commercial airlines by relieving 
congestion and providing apron space to itinerant and local aircraft. 
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Air Terminal Building 

The Lethbridge Air Terminal Building (ATB), is a modern full-service facility built to Transport 
Canada standards, and presents a modern design through the use of aluminum and glass 
features on a modern Brick Structure. Passenger processing, airline operations and public 
areas occupy the ground level while the second level accommodates airport administration, 
NAV Canada services and flight school operations. The basement provides storage and building 
support. 

The existing terminal facility is under utilized and has the capacity to accommodate a significant 
increase in activity. At peak use the building handled 123,000 passengers annually. In recent 
years passenger volumes have decreased to approximately 70,000 annually. 

Access 

Lethbridge County Airport is strategically located central to the SouthGrow Region on Highway 
5 approximately 3 kilometres southwest of the Lethbridge city limits, with convenient access to 
all major roadway corridors in the region. 

Airport Of Entry 

Lethbridge County Airport is Alberta’s southern Airport of Entry. With the location of the airport 
being approximately 110 kilometres north of the US Border, the LCA offers convenient 
international access to Canada directly from the U.S. and other international locations, with 
Customs & Immigration Services provided with staff sourced from the Coutts Border facility. 

Commercial Development Opportunities 

LCA has adequate commercial lands available for development of additional airside, ground 
side, and non-aviation related facilities. The land is zoned, serviced, and available for 
development. 

5.1.2 Medicine Hat Municipal Airport  

Medicine Hat Municipal Airport has two paved runways: 

• Runway 03-21 5000 ft. by 150 ft. with lighting 

• Runway 09-27 2820 ft. by 100 ft. with lighting 

The Airport is not equipped with Instrument Landing Systems, and is not designated as an 
Airport of Entry. 

Refer to Appendix E for total aircraft movement, number of itinerant movements by type of 
operation, itinerant movement by type of power plant and itinerant movements by weight group 
at the Medicine Hat Municipal Airport in 2003. 
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5.1.3  Local Municipal Airports 

The following local airports were identified in the SouthGrow region: 

Table 5.1 
Local Airports in the SouthGrow Region  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Airport Name Runway Runway 
Length 

Cardston Cardston Paved 3,500 feet 
Claresholm Claresholm Industrial Paved 3,100 feet 
Coutts Ross International Unpaved 3,000 feet 
Del Bonita Del Bonita Unpaved 4,200 feet 
Milk River Milk River Paved 2,900 feet 
Pincher Creek Pincher Creek Paved 6,600 feet 
Taber Taber Paved 3,000 feet 
Vauxhall Vauxhall Paved 2,900 feet 
Vulcan McDonald’s Farm Unpaved 3,200 feet 
Vulcan Vulcan Paved 2,900 feet 
Warner Warner Paved 2,900 feet 

The above local airports generally provide local access for crop-dusting equipment, private 
individuals, or small flying clubs. These sites provide a minimum of services and are typically 
uncontrolled. Most local airports in the Southgrow Region have paved surfaces and are well 
maintained. Most local airports have adequate available land that could be available for 
business opportunities. 

5.1.4 Montana (Other US Centers) 

Great Falls International Airport 

The major airport closest to the SouthGrow region in the State of Montana is the Great Falls 
International Airport in the city of Great Falls, Montana. This airport provides U.S. Port of Entry 
services to in-bound travelers. 

Table 5.2 
Great Falls International Airport Runway Information 

Runway Runway Length Runway Width Surface Type 

03/21 10,502 feet 150 feet Asphalt or Bituminous Concrete 
07/25 4,294 feet 75 feet Asphalt or Bituminous Concrete 
16/34 6,357 feet 150 feet Asphalt or Bituminous Concrete 
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5.1.5 Calgary International Airport 

Of the ten busiest National Airports (NAS) in Canada, two are located in Alberta. Calgary Airport 
handles in excess of 7 million passengers annually, while Edmonton deals with half that volume.  

Calgary Airport has an extensive passenger air carrier route network with 93 same-plane 
destinations from Calgary, sixty-four of those being non-stop. Service to the United States is 
excellent with 31 flights per day to 11 major hubs.  

Air cargo operations continue to grow at the Calgary airport as the amount of cargo coming in to 
and going out of the airport reached 115,000 metric tons, a 75% increase in only 5 years.  

Cargolux added a third scheduled flight to Europe in 2003 and DHL commenced regional hub 
services from Calgary with daily 727 service. In addition, after competing in a two-stage 
selection process, Calgary was selected as the host city and airport for 2006 Air Cargo Forum, a 
very large conference that will bring thousands of cargo decision-makers to the Calgary Airport 
from around the world. 

Air Cargo Facilities at Calgary International Airport 

The following facilities have been identified at the Calgary International Airport: 

Common User Facilities 

• Multi-tenant building owned by IAT, #1 
• Multi-tenant building owned by IAT, #2 
• ESSO Aviata 

Dedicated User Facilities 

• Federal Express 
• Purolator 

Opportunities for New Facilities at Calgary International Airport 

The Calgary Airport Authority identified the following opportunities for new facilities: 

• Modification of current facilities to meet security requirements and for the increase 
in perishable freight 

• Purpose-built perishable facilities 

Appendix E presents a summary for total aircraft movement, number of itinerant movements by 
type of operation, itinerant movement by type of power plant and itinerant movements by weight 
group at the Calgary International Airport in 2003. 
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5.2  AIRPORT OPPORTUNITIES ASSESSMENT 

The Southgrow Region is fortunate to have a central, full-service airport facility and the benefits 
of Airport of Entry designation at the Lethbridge County Airport. 

The LCA facility is currently under-utilized and has the capacity to more than double its airside, 
groundside and commercial business activities, at a relatively low cost, compared to other larger 
urban centers. 

The Airport Of Entry designation offers the opportunity for the Southgrow Region to build 
complementary tourism and commerce linkages along the CANAMEX Corridor, and to other 
strategic markets in the U.S. Pacific Northwest. 

 LCA can provide a competitive alternative for aviation related service industries and air 
cargo/delivery services, which would often be located at larger commercial centers. With 
increased traffic and congestion at the Calgary International Airport, LCA provides an 
economical alternative for commercial and aviation industries to successfully relocate to and 
operate within the Region. 

SouthGrow Communities local airports also offer opportunities for aviation related businesses 
and specialized manufacturing / distribution facilities. 
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6.0 COMPARISION OF COUNTRY WIDE BORDER EFFICIENCIES  

Three different studies have been conducted to determine the commercial vehicle travel time 
and delay at US / Canada border crossings. Unfortunately, none of the studies included the 
Coutts / Sweetgrass facility, in their data acquisition processes.  

1. Study by the US Federal Highway Administration (FWHA), 2002.  
 

Table 6.1 
Comparison of Outbound and Inbound Times (Minutes) 

Crossing Baseline 
Time1

Average 
Time1

95th Percentile 
Time1

All Outbound Crossings  NA 14.2 37.4 
All Inbound Crossings  NA 26.8 70.1 
All Northern Outbound Crossings  NA 12.6 34.3 
All Northern Inbound Crossings  NA 24.1 70.3 
All Southern Outbound Crossings NA 17.2 45.2 
All Southern Inbound Crossings NA 33.8 64.9 
Ambassador Bridge Outbound  5.7 8.8 13.7 
Ambassador Bridge Inbound  12.9 20.4 33.9 
Blaine Outbound  4.8 21.5 35.3 
Blaine Inbound  8.1 17.3 35.6 
Blue Water Bridge Outbound  5.0 6.2 9.1 
Blue Water Bridge Inbound  11.1 34.2 80.3 
Peace Bridge Outbound  9.0 21.7 38.0 
Peace Bridge Inbound  8.3 23.3 83.4 
El Paso Outbound  9.0 13.2 34.0 
El Paso Inbound  7.6 37.2 77.4 
Laredo Outbound  1.8 17.2 45.0 
Laredo Inbound  12.2 31.2 54.9 
Otay Mesa Outbound  9.5 19.1 36.9 
Otay Mesa Inbound  6.4 35.0 64.3 
Key: NA = not available. 
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2. Study by the Canadian Supply Chain Efficiency Smart Border Study, April 2004.  

 

Table 6.2 
Changes In U.S. Border Crossing Times Since Sept. 11, 2001 

 
 
The study did not publish delay times for individual ports of entry. Only an average value was 
given for the aggregate results. 
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3. Taylor Study, 2004.  

 

Table 6.3 
Average Primary Inspection Transit Times by Border Crossing 

Border Crossing Commercial or Personal Vehicle at 
Time of Day 

Average Primary 
Inspection Transit Time 

Detroit Ambassador Commercial to U.S. 9:00PM 40.57 minutes 
St. Stephen - Calais Commercial to U.S. 3:00PM 26.12 minutes 
Pacific Highway Commercial to U.S. 3:00PM 23.01 minutes 
Lacolle - Champlain Commercial to U.S. 9:00PM 21.44 minutes 
Blaine Peace Arch Personal car to U.S. 6:00PM 36.68 minutes 
Pacific Highway Personal car to U.S. 9:00PM 27.78 minutes 
St. Stephen - Calais Personal car to U.S. 3:00PM 26.21 minutes 
Detroit Ambassador Personal car to U.S. 9:00PM 16.65 minutes 
   

 

Although, a comparison of wait and delay times was not available for the Coutts / Sweetgrass 
Port Of Entry, it is anticipated that with the new state-of-the-art facility and plans for automated 
commercial clearance initiatives including weigh-in-motion and streamlined security processes, 
wait times will be minimized. 

Given the following key indicators, it is anticipated that the processing times at the Coutts / 
Sweetgrass border will be favorable compared to other border facilities. 

• New Joint Border Facility designated under Shared Border Accord (only 6 in Canada). 

• Capacity for 25 year projected traffic volumes. 

• Free And Secure Trade (FAST) Program is currently operational at the facility  (Only 19 
sites across Canada). 

• The FAST Driver Enrollment Center is operational at the Coutts / Sweetgrass facility 
(Only 10 sites across Canada). 

• The NEXUS Highway Program designed to simplify and expedite border crossings for 
pre-approved, low risk travelers at ports of entry. The Coutts / Sweetgrass facility has 
been scheduled as an additional site for implementation of the NEXUS Highway 
Program in early 2005 (Only 11 sites across Canada). 
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7.0 IDENTIFICATION OF COMMODITY BY TONNAGE AND 
COMMODITY FLOWS  

Data showing commodity by tonnage by different mode, origins and destinations of commodities 
/ commercial trades by year / by value / by weight / volume have been provided with this study. 

This data can be used to analyze trade and transportation in each corridor segment. By building 
the analyses off a base of commodity flow data rather than simply vehicle counts, we can 
explore issues such as vehicle counts, we can explore issues such as origin / destination 
patterns, changes in trade levels in particular industries and shifts in mode share, etc. 

This data set is obtained from the Transborder Surface Freight Data Set, maintained by the US 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics. This data set is considered accurate for border crossings by 
surface transportation modes. The data set includes information on shipment weight and value, 
mode, commodity, port of entry and state / province of origin and destination. Therefore, one 
can estimate commodity flows through a particular port of entry by multiplying the commodity 
mix between each state / province pair by the portion of flow between that pair that uses the 
particular port of entry. 
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7.1 COMMODITY FLOWS BY TRUCK 

The US Bureau of Transportation Statistics has provided Individual State to State flows of 
Merchandise Trade (Exports) from Alberta to the US State of Destination by Truck, 2001. The 
top ten Origin – Destination Pairs by Value are presented below: 

 

Table 7.1 
Merchandise Trade (Exports) From Alberta to US State of Destination By Truck 

Rank 
by 

Value 

Provincial Origin US State 
Destination 

Value of 
Exports  
in US $ 

Tonnage of 
Exports by 
Metric Ton 

Significant 
Commodities 

by  
Commodity 

Code 

1 Alberta Texas 513,025,855  278,851 84, 29, 02, 85 

2 Alberta California 490,539,904  428,820 02, 01, 44, 87 

3 Alberta New York 483,432,461  32,410 85, 02, 94, 75 

4 Alberta Washington 295,940,464  357,231 01, 02, 27, 20 

5 Alberta Utah 241,144,506  184,876 01, 87, 84, 39 

6 Alberta Tennessee 234,253,316  13,797 85, 62, 28, 02 

7 Alberta Colorado 217,140,802  138,997 01, 84, 02, 39 

8 Alberta Montana 212,967,922  777,968 23, 27, 31, 87 

9 Alberta Illinois 200,473,125  81,210 94, 02, 39, 84 

10 Alberta Florida 184,539,529  29,623 02, 85, 87, 94 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data – 2001 

The US Bureau of Transportation Statistics has also provided Individual State to State flows for 
Merchandise Trade (Imports) from US State to Alberta by Truck, 2001. 
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The top ten Origin – Destination Pairs by Value are presented below: 

 

Table 7.2 
Merchandise Trade (Imports) From US State of Origin to Alberta By Truck 

Rank 
by 

Value 

US  
State of Origin 

Provincial 
Destination 

Value of Imports 
in US $ 

Significant Commodities
by  

Commodity Code 

1 Texas Alberta  202,147,212 84, 85, 90, 82 

2 California Alberta  546,605,042 85, 84, 07, 08 

3 Oklahoma Alberta  222,372,527 84, 82, 85, 87 

4 Colorado Alberta  148,009,883 84, 73, 87, 76 

5 Montana Alberta  147,064,358 01, 10, 98, 84 

6 New York Alberta  144,455,808 98, 85, 84, 73 

7 Illinois Alberta  136,212,013 84, 85, 27, 24 

8 Ohio Alberta  90,477,533 84, 87, 85, 40 

9 Idaho Alberta  72,190,948 31, 84, 21, 30 

10 Utah Alberta  70,560,020 48, 84, 25, 73 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data – 2001 
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Table 7.3 
Top Ten 2003 Export Commodity Flows by Value 

By Truck 

Commodity 
Code 

Commodity Description Value in US Dollars Metric Tons 
(By Truck) 

02 Meat and Edible Offal  679,366,515 210,613 

84 Nuclear Reactors, Boilers, 
Machinery & Parts 

  
 542,393,985 

 
66,654 

85 Electrical Machinery, Equipment 
& Parts 

  
 526,665,418 

 
8,406 

39 Plastics  257,362,355 212,764 

94 Furniture, Lamps & 
Prefabricated Buildings 

  
 210,804,610 

 
44,231 

87 Vehicles other than railway  200,509,739 23,812 

44 Wood and Articles  191,494,615 555,342 

01 Live Animals  177,913,277 132,483 

27 Mineral Fuels, Oils & Waxes  141,063,734 680,692 

90 Measuring & Testing 
Instruments 

  
 87,193,989 

 
2,739 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data – 2003 
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7.2 COMMODITY FLOWS BY RAIL 

 

Table 7.4 
Merchandise Trade (Exports) From Alberta to US State of Destination 

Rank 
by 

Value 

Provincial Origin US State 
Destination 

Value of 
Exports  
in US $ 

Tonnage of 
Exports by 
Metric Ton 

Significant 
Commodities 

by  
Commodity 

Code 

1 Alberta Texas 303,693,790  733,068 27, 44, 39, 20 

2 Alberta Illinois 263,672,550  748,168 44, 39, 15, 48 

3 Alberta California 246,263,127  900,177 44, 23, 27, 47 

4 Alberta Washington 173,810,801  714,176 27, 47, 44, 39 

5 Alberta Wisconsin 165,188,931  390,341 47, 44, 27, 29 

6 Alberta Connecticut 155,551,171  203,696 39, 29, 28, 44 

7 Alberta Pennsylvania 153,614,072  408,123 39, 29, 27, 48 

8 Alberta Oregon 151,134,586  594,404 44, 39, 29, 27 

9 Alberta Minnesota 142,169,086  545,375 44, 47, 31, 27 

10 Alberta Ohio 94,8000,206  274,756 44, 39, 31, 47 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data – 2001 

The US Bureau of Transportation Statistics has also provided individual State to State Flows of 
Merchandise Trade (Imports) From US State to Alberta by Rail, 2001. 
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The top ten Origin – Destination Pairs by Value are presented below: 

 

Table 7.5 
Merchandise Trade (Imports) From US State of Origin to Alberta 

Rank 
by 

Value 

US  
State of Origin 

Provincial 
Destination 

Value of Imports 
in US $ 

Significant Commodities
by  

Commodity Code 

1 Texas Illinois Alberta  234,273,017 29, 39, 73, 40 

2 Illinois Alberta  171,496,479 86, 84, 27, 39 

3 Minnesota Alberta  142,405,160 86, 48, 23, 84 

4 Ohio Alberta  127,445,125 87, 84, 35, 29 

5 Pennsylvania Alberta  58,416,206 73, 29, 72, 84 

6 California Alberta  55,860,290 86, 73, 28, 20 

7 Iowa Alberta  55,089,805 84, 72, 23, 73 

8 Nebraska Alberta  50,813,909 86, 10, 94, 83 

9 Tennessee Alberta  44,165,615 87, 40, 84, 76 

10 Georgia Alberta  36,892,149 47, 25, 19, 38 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data – 2001 
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Table 7.6 
Top Ten 2003 Export Commodity Flows by Rail To U.S. By Value 

Commodity 
Code 

Commodity Description Value in US Dollars Metric Tons 
(By Rail) 

39 Plastics  $894,737,395 1,322,285 

44 Wood and Articles  $687,191,915 1,923,885 

27 Mineral Fuels, Oils & Waxes  $593,133,182 2,457,583 

29 Organic Chemicals  $410,244,863 1,021,547 

47 Pulp Wood & Paperboard  $308,749,508    861,207 

31 Fertilizers  $178,364,694 1,313,836 

28 Inorganic Chemicals  $148,508,086    810,223 

23 Food Residues & Waste  $65,931,740    449,839 

20 Preparation of Vegetables, Fruit 
& Nuts 

 $39,880,229      51,610 

15 Animal or Vegetable Fats & Oils  $39,044,364      61,432 

 Source: US Bureau of Transportation Statistics – Transborder Surface Freight Data – 2003 
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8.0 SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION CONSIDERATIONS  

8.1 FREIGHT CHALLENGES 

Moving commerce efficiently on the nation’s highways is vital to the country. Reliable freight 
transportation is vital to the nation’s economy. 

Many efforts to improve the reliability and efficiency of freight transportation have been 
successful, but the transportation system faces challenges that unless address, may jeopardize 
these key elements of freight transportation. 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has identified several key challenges facing the 
freight transportation industry: 

• Analyzing transportation network demand and trend 
• Mitigating congestion 
• Improving operations 
• Integrating freight in transportation planning 
• Enhancing national security 
• Building professional capacity 

8.2 CURRENT BORDER ISSUES 

US / Canada border ports of entry are faced with a variety of issues, many involving the need to 
balance security with the efficient movement of passengers and goods through border crossing 
sites. Non-recurring events in close proximity to border locations such as the Olympics, only add 
to these issues due to increase in traffic through the ports of entry. Mitigation of the issues 
requires close coordination between the US and Canada to develop programs that assist in 
maintaining security and improving traffic flow. Several programs in the planning and 
implementation stage are presented below. 

• Free and Secure Trade (FAST) Program 
• NEXUS Border Crossing Program 
• US VISIT Program 
• Ridge / Manley Smart Border Declaration 
• 2010 Vancouver / Whistler Winter Olympic Games 
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8.3 FUTURE TECHNOLOGY AT PORTS OF ENTRY  

The Vehicle and Cargo Inspection System (VACIS) is a family of gamma - imaging systems 
developed by SAIC, Inc. which provides a significant NII (Non-Intrusive Inspection) capability to 
aid CBP (Customs and Border Protection) in stemming the flow of contraband into the US. CBP 
plans to deploy four VACIS (Vehicle and Cargo Inspection System) configurations. 

1. A semi-permanent version designed for inspection of motor vehicles and cargo 
containers at CBP ports of entry (VACIS II) 

2. A truck-mounted version designed for high portability inspection of motor vehicles and 
cargo containers (Mobile VACIS) 

3. A fixed version designed specifically for installation along railroad rights of way, for the 
inspection of railroad cars (Rail VACIS) 

4. A fixed pallet (Pallet VACIS) system designed for inspection of items stored on pallets 
and in boxes or crates. 

8.4 ARE THERE PLANS FOR HIGH SPEED RAIL – CALGARY / EDMONTON? 

In November 2004, the Van Horne Institute released its study on the feasibility of a high-speed 
rail link between Calgary and Edmonton. Although the previous studies in the mid-1980’s and 
the mid-1990’s concluded that a high-speed TGV type link was premature in that demand at that 
time was not significant to justify the cost. This latest study differed from previous ones in that it 
considered other alternatives now available from the industry rather than just a TGV-style train. 

When the study examined potential passenger demand for Calgary-Edmonton rail service, it 
presented a clear advantage over current means of transport (automobile, bus, plane) between 
the two cities. Decreasing the transit time to 90 minutes brought only a slight increase in 
passenger interest. Therefore, the study concentrated on solutions that brought the transit time 
to approximately 2 hours. 

The main purpose of the study was to determine if a high-speed rail link would bring significant 
benefits to the corridor, and if reduced travel times would increase the economic dynamics of 
the regions by reducing the costs of economic interaction, changing development patterns and 
attracting new types of business. 

The projected ridership and revenues would cover the system’s operating costs and repay all or 
most of the system’s capital cost within 30 years. Other benefits included traffic accident 
decrease, reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, savings in travel time and cost and 
stimulation of economic development. 

The Alberta Government is reviewing the study and assessing whether to proceed to the next 
stage of concept development. 
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8.5 FORT MCMURRAY FEASIBILITY STUDY 

The Alberta government and the newly formed Athabasca Oil Sands Transportation Corporation 
has launched a transportation project for northeastern Alberta call the Oil Sands Transportation 
Initiative (OST). The Alberta government is contributing 50% of a $2.5 million feasibility study on 
how best to achieve an integrated and sustainable transportation solution to support the future 
growth of the oil sands industry in the region. This project tentatively includes upgrades of 
existing highways and railways, and a major extension of the railway north of Fort McMurray. 
Rail service to the area is now through Rail America’s Lakeland and Waterways system from 
Edmonton to Boyle, and by Cando’s Athabasca Northern Railway, from Boyle to the Fort 
McMurray terminal.  

The project could ultimately result in increased rail volumes of bulk commodities through the 
Coutts / Sweetgrass Port of Entry. 

8.6 UPGRADE TO THE PRINCE RUPERT SYSTEM 

With increased traffic congestion on the CNR / CPR track systems and longer wait times at port 
facilities in Vancouver, expansion of the Port facility in Prince Rupert is under consideration. 
Canada’s most northern Port has the following advantages: 

• Prince Rupert is the northwestern terminus for the CNR.  
• North America’s closest port to Asia. 
• Deepest harbour in North America. 
• Shortest sea-rail route to U.S. Midwest from Asia 
• Freight and passenger connections in to Vancouver. 
• Rail barge connections to Alaska. 

8.7 NEW CANADA / RUSSIA TRADE ROUTES? 

The Financial Post, January 27, 2005 issue presented the concept of a Canada / Russia trade 
route through the port of Churchill. Currently only a small amount of Canadian grain is shipped 
through Churchill. Most of the traffic today goes instead, through Vancouver and Montreal 
where shipping routes are well established. Similar futuristic concepts including the Bering Strait 
crossing, linking Russia and Alaska, could well define world commodity flows into the 22nd 
century. 



APPENDIX-A:  SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 
 

United States 

1. US Bureau of Transportation Statistics Data Base (www.bts.gov) 

2. American Association of State Highway & Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Data 
Base (www.transportation.org) 

3. US Census Bureau Data Base (www.census.gov) 

4. US Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Data Base (www.fwha.dot.gov) 

5. US Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Data Base (www.fra.gov) 

6. US International Trade Administration Data Base (www.ita.doc.gov) 

7. US Customs and Border Protection (www.cbp.gov) 

8. Montana State Department of Transportation (www.mdt.state.mt.us) 

 

Canada: 

1. Transport Canada (www.tc.gc.ca) 

2. Infrastructure Canada (www.infrastructure.gc.ca 

3. Statistics Canada (www.statcan.ca) 

4. Canada Border Services Agency (www.cbsa-asfc.ca) 

5. Alberta Transportation (www.tu.gov.ab.ca) 

6. BC Ministry of Transport (www.gov.bc.ca) 

7. Department of Foreign Affairs and Internal Trade (www.dfait.gc.ca) 

8. Customs and Immigration – Canada (www.cic.gc.ca) 

9. Trucking / Transportation Firms and Associations 

10. Economic Development Offices (County of Warner / City of Lethbridge) 

11. Industry Investment Opportunity Identification Study – HUB Region 

12. Central Alberta Investment Opportunity Study - CAEP 



APPENDIX-B:  LISTING OF INDUSTRY CONTACTS 

  Key Border Agencies: 

 Canada Border Services Agency- (http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca) 

Canadian Air Transport Security Authority- (http://www.catsa.gc.ca) 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency- (http://www.inspection.gc.ca) 

Canadian Security Intelligence Service- (http://www.csis-scrs.gc.ca) 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada – (http://www.cic.gc.ca) 

Industry Canada: Canada-U.S. Border Security-(http://strategis.ic.gc.ca) 

Infrastructure Canada –( http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/) 

Office of Critical Infrastructure Protection and Emergency Preparedness- 
(http://www.ocipep.gc.ca) 

Public Safety and Emergency Pareparedness Canada: Canada-U.S. Border Security –
(http://www.psepc-sppcc.gc.ca/policing/can_us_bord_secur_e.asp) 

Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada- (http://www.psepc-sppcc.gc.ca) 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police –(http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca) 

 Transport Canada-(http://www.tc.gc.ca/) 

Facilitity Providers 

Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR)-(http://www8.cpr.ca/cms/default.htm) 

Canadian National Railway (CN)- (http://www.cn.ca) 

Lakeland & Waterways Railway (LWR)- 
(http://www8.cpr.ca/cms/English/Customers/New+Customers/Where+We+Ship/Rail+Par
tners+Profiles/Lakeland+and+Waterways+Railway+-+LWR.htm?PrintMe=1) 

Mackenzie Northern Railway (MKNR)-
(http://www8.cpr.ca/cms/English/Customers/New+Customers/Where+We+Ship/Rail+Par
tners+Profiles/MacKenzie+Northern+Railway+-+MKNR.htm?PrintMe=1) 



Athabasca Northern Railway Ltd. (ANY)-
(http://www8.cpr.ca/cms/English/Customers/New+Customers/Where+We+Ship/Rail+Par
tners+Profiles/Athabasca+Northern+Railway+-+ANY.htm?PrintMe=1) 

BC Rail (BCR)-( http://www.pge-bcr-sig.bc.ca/home.htm) 

Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF)-(http://www.bnsf.com) 

Union Pacific Railway (UPR)-( http://www.up.com/) 

Canadian Federal TBWG Member Agencies

Transport Canada - (http://www.tc.gc.ca) 

Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada-(http://www.psepc-sppcc.gc.ca) 

Canadian Border Services Agency (part of PSEPC portfolio)-(Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca) 

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca) 

Infrastructure Canada-( http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/index_e.shtml) 

Canadian Provincial Territorial TBWG Member Agencies

B.C. Ministry of Transportation- (http://www.gov.bc.ca) 

Alberta Ministry of Transportation –(http://www.gov.ab.ca) 

Saskatchewan Highways and Transportation-(http://www.highways.gov.sk.ca) 

Montana State Department of Transportation-(http://www.mdt.state.mt.us) 

Border Municipalities / Metropolitan Planning Organizations / 
Regional Planning Organizations  

City of Lethbridge- (http://www.lethbridge.ca/home/default.htm) 

Town of Cardston- (http://www.town.cardston.ab.ca) 

Town of Claresholm- (http://www.town.claresholm.ab.ca) 

Town of Coaldale- (http://www.town.coaldale.ab.ca) 

Town of Coalhurst- (http://www.town.coalhurst.ab.ca) 



Town of Magrath- (http://magrath-ab.net/town) 

Town of Milk River- (http://milkriver.ca) 

Town of Picture Butte- (http://town.picturebutte.ab.ca) 

Town of Raymond- (http://www.townofraymond.com/) 

Town of Taber- (http://www.taber.ca) 

Town of Vulcan- (http://www.town.vulcan.ab.ca/) 

Town of Vauxhall- (http://www.town.vauxhall.ab.ca) 

Village of Barons- (http://www.ldbdca.com/barons) 

Village of Carmangay- (www.municipalaffairs.gov.ab.ca/ms/officials/index.cfm) 

Village of Coutts- (http://www.villagecoutts.ab.ca) 

Village of Nobleford-(http://www.village.nobleford.ab.ca) 

Village of Stirling- (http://waltonfeed.com/stirling/events.htm) 

Village of Warner- (http://www.village.warner.ab.ca) 

County of Lethbridge- (http://www.county.lethbridge.ab.ca) 

County of Warner- (http://www.countyofwarner5.ab.ca) 

MD of Taber- (http://www.mdtaber.ab.ca) 

Vulcan County- (http://www.vulcancounty.com) 

Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce- (http://www.lethchamber.org/news/index.html) 

Shelby, Montana Chamber of Commerce-(http://www.homestead.com/shelbychamber) 

Canadian American Border Trade Alliance 

North American Transportation Statistics Interchange-
(http://www.bts.gov/programs/international/north_american_transportation_statistics_inte
rchange) 

Transborder Surface Freight Data-( http://www.bts.gov/transborder) 



U.S. Canada Border Crossing Data-
(http://www.bts.gov/programs/international/border_crossing_entry_data/us_canada/index
.html) 

Other

FAST Lanes- (http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/import/fast/menu-e.html) 

FHWA Freight Office Border Planning-
(http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight/Ports%20and%20Border%20Crossings/InlandMov
ementsTruck.htm) 

NEXUS-(http://www.getnexus.com) 

Northwest Corridor Development Corporation- (http://www.nwcorridor.com) 

Pacific NorthWest Economic Region- (http://www.pnwer.org) 

Rocky Mountain Trade Corridor-(www.rockymtncorridor.com) 

Border Counties Coalition- (http://www.bordercounties.org) 

Border Technology Partnership- (http://www.border-tech.org) 

Canadian American Business Council- (http://www.canambusco.org/index.php) 

Canadian-American Border Trade Alliance-(http://www.canambta.org) 

CANAMEX Corridor-(http://www.canamex.org) 

North American International Trade Corridor Partnership-(http://www.naitcp.org) 

Ports-to-Plains-(http://www.naitcp.org) 

Continental One Trade Corridor-(http://www.house.gov/murtha/219page.htm) 

The Central North American Trade Corridor Association –
(http://tradecorridor.net/mission.htm) 

Rocky Mountain Trade Corridor-(www.rockymtncorridor.com) 

 

 

 



Appendix-C: Useful Trade and Investment 
Links and Information 

Aboriginal Business Canada (ABC) 
Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters Canada 
Asia Pacific Foundation 
Business Development Bank of Canada 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) 
Canadian American Business Council 
Canadian Commercial Corporation 
Canadian Council For The Americas http://www.ccacanada.com/ 
Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters Association http://www.cme-
mec.ca/national/template_na.asp?p=1 
Canadian Representatives Abroad (DFAIT) 
Canadian Trade Commissioner Service (DFAIT) 
Export Development Corporation (EDC) 
Exporters an Importers Association of Alberta http://www.exportclub.ab.ca/ 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) 
Industry Canada 
International Trade Centres 
Investment Partnerships Canada 
MARCAN 
Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) 
Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER) 
Team Canada Inc. 
Western Economic Diversification Canada 
 
 

Aboriginal Business Canada (ABC) (Industry Canada) 
 
•  ABC works in partnership with Aboriginal financial and business 
institutions, and with a range of other agencies, boards, and 
departments on initiatives that are helping to strengthen business 
skills and promote greater awareness of Aboriginal business 
achievement.  
•  ABC’s priorities are concentrated on supporting innovation, market 
expansion, Aboriginal tourism, a new generation of Aboriginal business 
owners, and strong, financially viable and accountable institutions that 
will continue this work in the years to come.  
 

Alliance of Manufacturers and Exporters Canada 
•  Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters, known as the Alliance of 
Manufacturers & Exporters Canada until October, 2000, was formed 
through the merger in 1996 of the Canadian Manufacturers Association 
(CMA) and the Canadian Exporters Association (CEA). For more than 
130 years, CME has represented the interests of Canadian business, 



keeping members on the competitive edge of world-class 
manufacturing and trade. With strong divisions in every province, CME 
is a national association and champion of business issues in Canada.  
•  The Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters mission is to continuously 
improve the competitiveness of Canadian industry and to expand 
export business through.  

• Effective advocacy to government at all levels  
• Timely, relevant information, programs and support  
• Opportunities for networking, learning and professional growth  
• Promoting the development and implementation of advanced 

technology  

Asia Pacific Foundation 
•  The Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada is an independent, not-for-
profit think tank on Canada's relations with Asia. It undertakes 
research and develops and distributes timely information and focused 
analysis for business and policy makers.  
•  The Foundation was established in 1984 by an Act of the Parliament 
of Canada. It has its headquarters in Vancouver, British Columbia, and 
an office in Montreal, Quebec.  
•  APF Canada receives financial support from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade, the Canadian International 
Development Agency, the provinces of Alberta and Quebec and a 
number of private companies.  
 

Business Development Bank of Canada 
•  The Business Development Bank of Canada is a financial institution 
wholly owned by the government of Canada.  
•  BDC plays a leadership role in delivering financial and consulting 
services to Canadian small business, with a particular focus on 
technology and exporting.  
•  BDC's debt obligations, secured by the Government of Canada, are 
issued to the public and private sector institutions.  
 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) 
•  CMHC supports export opportunities for Canadian manufacturers 
and building technologies, and promotes to other countries their 
expertise in developing standards, policy and housing finance systems.  
 

Canadian American Business Council 
•  The Council is the premier voice of the Canadian American business 
community in Washington. Established in 1987, the Council is a non-



profit, issues-oriented organization dedicated to elevating the private 
sector perspective on issues that affect our two nations.  
 

Canadian Commercial Corporation 
•  CCC was established in 1946 by an Act of Parliament. It is a Crown 
Corporation, wholly-owned by the Government of Canada.  
•  CCC offers fee-for-service services to both Canadian exporters and 
buyers outside of Canada:  
•  For Canadian Exporters, CCC wraps the Canadian flag around their 
proposal, providing a government-backed guarantee of contract 
performance.  
•  CCC offers a range of pre-contract, contract advisory and post-
contract services.  
•  CCC can help promote a project, prepare bids or proposals, 
negotiate and structure contracts, and provide management after the 
contract is awarded. CCC can also provide access to working capital 
and competitive foreign exchange rates.  
•  For Buyers Outside of Canada, CCC can help facilitate a purchase by 
acting as the Prime Contractor or as the Procurement Agent.  
•  CCC's head office is located in Ottawa. Regional representatives are 
located in Halifax, Fredericton, Montreal, Regina, Toronto, Edmonton 
and Vancouver.  
 
     CANADIAN COUNCIL FOR THE AMERICAS 
The main goal of the two organizations is to continue to be the link 
between business and government leaders involved in Latin America 
and the Caribbean and to strengthen Canada's trade and investment 
relations throughout those regions 
 
Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters Association 
 
Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters is Canada's Leading Business 
Network. 
Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters, known as the Alliance of 
Manufacturers & Exporters Canada until October, 2000, was formed 
through the merger in 1996 of the Canadian Manufacturers Association 
(CMA) and the Canadian Exporters Association (CEA).  
  
For more than 130 years, CME has successfully represented the 
interests of Canadian business, keeping members on the competitive 
edge of world-class manufacturing and trade. With strong divisions in 
every province, CME is a truly national association and the undisputed 
champion of business issues in Canada. 



  
Our mission is to continuously improve the competitiveness of 
Canadian industry and to expand export business.
 

Canadian Representatives Abroad (DFAIT) 
•  DFAIT has Canadian representatives located in more than 270 
offices in over 180 countries, including our 135 trade commissioner 
offices.  
 

Canadian Trade Commissioner Service (DFAIT) 
•  The Trade Commissioner Service helps companies that have 
researched and selected their target markets.  
•  The service works with companies that are small or large, new or 
experienced in foreign markets, to prepare for the challenges of doing 
business internationally and that can demonstrate their commitment to 
succeed in the global marketplace.  
 

Export Development Corporation (EDC) 
•  EDC is a Canadian financial institution devoted exclusively to 
providing trade finance services to support Canadian exporters and 
investors in some 200 markets, 130 of which are in developing 
markets.  
•  EDC provides Canadian exporters with financing, insurance and 
bonding services as well as foreign market expertise. EDC is a Crown 
corporation that operates as a commercial financial institution. The 
Corporation is governed by a board of directors composed of 
representatives from both the private and public sectors, and reports 
to the Canadian Parliament through the Minister for International 
Trade.  
•  EDC insurance policies protect exporters against various losses due 
to commercial and political risks. EDC's Export financing services 
enable Canadian exporters to provide their customers with flexible 
medium or long-term financing. Such services include: lines of credit 
with foreign banks or agencies worldwide; protocols; note purchase 
arrangements; direct buyer loans; long-term pre-shipment financing; 
leveraged lease financing; and project risk financing packages.  
 
Exporters and Importers Association of Alberta 

The Exporters & Importers Association of Alberta objectives are:  

� Develop and implement programs and resources that will 
promote and assist the international trade interests of our 



members. 

� Provide a forum and meeting place for the exchange of ideas 
and information concerning global opportunities. 

� Offer trade-related educational opportunites to members and 
interested members of the public, in order to raise awareness 
of the economic benefits of international trade in goods and 
services. 

� Liaise with governments, educational institutions, multi-
national corporations and individuals to develop the 
infrastructure and knowledge-base to expand our members' 
international trade-related activities. 

Helping to Promote Export Trade in Alberta  

The Exporters & Importers Association of Alberta offers three major 
programs to assist Albertan firms engaged in international trade:  

� Periodic breakfast meetings which highlight local "success 
stories" and provide members with an opportunity to share 
their expertise and experiences in foreign markets,  

� "Working" luncheons and evening "mixers" that provide 
members with an opportunity to meet senior international and 
domestic dignitaries and trade officials who can provide market 
specific expertise and support services to Canadian businesses 
in foreign markets around the World.  

� Special events, during which local and visiting business-people 
have an opportunity to network with local, regional and 
international "traders". 

 
 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) 
•  Two ministers are responsible for the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade: the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Bill Graham) 
and the Minister for International Trade (Pierre Pettigrew).  
•  Given the broad scope of the Department's operations and mandate, 
there are four other Cabinet members with specific responsibilities 
related to foreign affairs and international trade: the Minister for 
International Cooperation (Susan Whelan), who is responsible for the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Secretary of 
State (Asia-Pacific) (David Kilgour), the Secretary of State (Central 



and Eastern Europe and Middle East) (Gar Knutson); and the Secretary 
of State (Latin America and Africa) (La Francophonie) (Denis Paradis). 
The three secretaries of state represent and promote Canada's foreign 
policy and trade priorities within their designated regions or 
organizations.  
 

Industry Canada 
•  Industry Canada’s mission is to foster a growing competitive, 
knowledge-based Canadian economy. The department works with 
Canadians throughout the economy and in all parts of the country to 
improve conditions for investment, improve Canada's innovation 
performance, increase Canada's share of global trade and build a fair, 
efficient and competitive marketplace.  
•  Program areas include developing industry and technology 
capability, fostering scientific research, setting telecommunications 
policy, promoting investment and trade, promoting tourism and small 
business development, and setting rules and services that support the 
effective operation of the marketplace.  
•  In Yukon, Jeff Stanhope is Industry Laison and Spectrum Officer, 
Industry Canada, Yukon Field Office.  
 

International Trade Centres 
•  In partnership with the Regional Trade Networks, Industry Canada's 
ITCs can help direct companies to the existing products and services 
that relate to their particular exporting needs. Their mandate is to 
work within the Team Canada Inc (TCI) partnership to substantially 
increase the number of Canadian exporters, to expand and diversify 
exports and to support the investment initiatives of Canadian small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). An unprecedented effort to 
streamline export services to the Canadian business community, TCI is 
a network of government and private sector export service providers 
that helps Canadian business succeed in world markets. Clients 
achieve maximum benefit by receiving the right kinds of services, 
quickly and efficiently.  
•  Located in every province, ITCs provide a full range of trade 
development services and assistance to Canadian SMEs, including: 
export counseling and market entry support; pathfinding for export 
programs and services; information on international markets; 
recruitment of participants for trade fairs and missions abroad; 
recommendations for trade-related conferences and seminars; and; 
trade publications produced by Team Canada Inc. and others.  
•  Industry Canada’s International Trade Centre in Vancouver has 
responsibility for Yukon and Andrew Shisko is Deputy Director and 



Trade Commissioner in Vancouver.  
 

Investment Partnerships Canada 
•  Investment Partnerships Canada (IPC) assists companies seeking to 
directly invest in Canada. Either as an initial investment or to expand 
existing Canadian operations, IPC business consultants work with 
companies to provide the information and strategic perspectives on 
Canadian-based advantages for servicing North American markets and 
for obtaining global market mandates. Eligible criteria: foreign 
investors looking for opportunities in Canada, either directly or through 
strategic alliances.  
•  IPC is the focal point for direct investment support in Canada. With 
direct contacts to Canadian investment counselors in Canadian 
embassies and consulates around the world and to investment 
consultants at national, provincial and municipal levels within Canada, 
IPC has the capacity to assist companies with their direct investment 
decisions from the exploratory phase through to locations selection 
and follow-up.  
•  IPC provides this assistance free of charge. All services are provided 
confidentially. The services range from economic data for site selection 
to personal assistance for exploration visits and guidance on available 
incentives, regulations, transportation and taxation. IPC arranges 
introductions for company investors to a wide variety for government 
and private sector sources and suppliers at national and regional 
levels, to academic and business consultants and others integral to 
your company's direct investment decisions.  
 

MARCAN 
•  MARCAN has been developed to help Canadian companies identify 
internet sites that may publish tender notices for procurement 
opportunities within the Canadian public sector.  
•  This site is an initiative of Canadian governments under the 
Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT). Signed by the First Ministers of the 
federal, provincial and territorial governments in 1994, the AIT came 
into effect in 1995. Its objective is to reduce and eliminate, to the 
extent possible, barriers to the free movement of persons, goods, 
services and investments within Canada and to establish an open, 
efficient and stable domestic market. 
 

Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) 
•  Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) is a federal government 
department specializing in the sustainable development and use of 
natural resources, energy, minerals and metals, forests and earth 



sciences. Herb Dhaliwal is the Minister of Natural Resources Canada.  
•  In Yukon, Bob Gray is the Deputy Surveyor General, Yukon Regional 
Office - Earth Sciences Sector and Josée Belisle is the Innovation and 
Network Advisor - Yukon IRAP-NRC (Pace Technologies Inc)  
 

Pacific Northwest Economic Region (PNWER) 
•  The Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER) is a Public-Private 
Partnership consisting of the American states and Canadian provinces 
of Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 
Washington, and the Yukon.  
•  PNWER's mission is to foster sustainable economic development 
throughout the entire region.  
 

Team Canada Inc. 
•  Team Canada is a unique partnership between business and federal, 
provincial/territorial and municipal governments to advance Canada's 
trade and investment interests abroad and to raise Canada's profile as 
an important source of high technology and goods and services.  
•  The presence and support of the PM, premiers and government 
leaders facilitates access to key economic decision-makers for 
Canadian firms and provides a much greater public profile. to business 
participants, helping them network with the local business community.  
•  The Prime Minister initiates Team Canada trade missions and 
invitations to participate in these missions are extended by the Prime 
Minister to all provincial and territorial premiers.  
 

Western Economic Diversification Canada 
•  Western Economic Diversification Canada’s (WD) mandate is to 
promote the development and diversification of the economy of 
Western Canada and to advance the interests of the West in national 
economic policy. Stephen Owen is the Secretary of State (Western 
Economic Diversification) (Indian Affairs and Northern Development).  
•  WD fulfills its mandate through Innovation, Entrepreneurship and 
Sustainable Communities programs and activities. WD's Western 
Canada Business Service Network has over 100 points of service 
including Community Futures Development Corporations, Women’s 
Enterprise Initiative Organizations, Canada Business Service Centres, 
Francophone Economic Development Organizations and WD offices.  
•  The Western Economic Partnership Agreements (WEPAs) promoted 
economic growth and employment opportunities in Western Canada. 
These federal-provincial agreements focus on strategic areas of mutual 
interest, and lead to an investment of approximately $160 million in 
federal and provincial contributions in Western Canada over five years. 



WEPA agreements were signed with British Columbia, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. All WEPA agreements expired in 2002.  
  

 

 

 



APPENDIX-D:  OTHER CANAMEX OPPORTUNITY IDENTIFICATION STUDIES 
 
 
CANAMEX Corridor Plan Working Paper 
Task III: Transportation Strategies and Economic Impact Analysis, August 14, 2001 
 
Strategic Plan for Development of the CANAMEX Corridor 
Executive Summary, December 2002 
(Report to the Governor from the Governor’s CANAMEX Taskforce) 
 
CANAMEX Corridor Plan Working Paper 
Section III: Transportation Demands and Issues, August 14, 2001 
 
2003 Annual Report for the Governor’s CANAMEX Taskforce 
 
Economic Development and the CANAMEX Corridor Coalition  
by Gail Lewis Howard and Tom Skanicke 
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